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Glossary of terms 

Abbreviation Description 

Action As defined in the final decision notice for EPBC 2015/7599 

Construction of a residential development including water and sewage infrastructure, community 

centre, small kiosk/store, internal roads and open space recreation areas on Lots 1-5 DP 1240836 and 

Lot 61 DP 752042, Gilead. 

Approval Holder SRCP (Figtree Hill) Pty Ltd 

APZ Asset Protection Zone 

BCT NSW Biodiversity Conservation Trust 

CAR Corrective Action Report  

CCC Campbelltown City Council 

CEEC Critically Endangered Ecological Community 

CEMP Construction Environmental Management Plan 

CPW Cumberland Plain Woodland  

Development 

Area 

Development Areas as shown in Figures 1 

DAWE former Commonwealth Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment (now DCCEEW) 

DCCEEW Commonwealth Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water 

DotE former Commonwealth Department of the Environment (now DCCEEW) 

DotEE former Commonwealth Department of the Environment and Energy (now DCCEEW) 

DPE NSW Department of Planning and Environment 

EEC Endangered Ecological Community  

ELA Eco Logical Australia Pty Ltd 

EMP Environmental Management Plan 

EPBC Act Commonwealth Environment Protection & Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 

ESCP Erosion and Sediment Control Plan 

HBT Hollow Bearing Tree 

KMP Koala Management Plan 

MNES Maters of National Environmental Significance 

On-site Offset 

Areas 

Offset Areas as shown in Figure 1 

Protected 

Matters 

Listed threatened species and ecological communities under the EPBC Act  

RFEF River-Flat Eucalypt Forest 

SSTF Shale Sandstone Transition Forest  

SWMS Safe Work Method Statement 

TPZ Tree Protection Zone 
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Declaration of Accuracy 

I declare that: 

1. To the best of my knowledge, all the information contained in, or accompanying this Compliance 

Report is complete, current and correct. 

2. I am duly authorised to sign this declaration on behalf of the approval holder. 

3. I am aware that: 

a. Section 490 of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cth) (EPBC 

Act) makes it an offence for an approval holder to provide information in response to an 

approval condition where the person is reckless as to whether the information is false or 

misleading. 

b. Section 491 of the EPBC Act makes it an offence for a person to provide information or 

documents to specified persons who are known by the person to be performing a duty or 

carrying out a function under the EPBC Act or the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 

Conservation Regulations 2000 (Cth) where the person knows the information or document is 

false or misleading. 

c. The above offences are punishable on conviction by imprisonment, a fine or both. 

 

Signed 

 

 

Full name  

Michelle Katherine Frolich, Eco Logical Australia Pty Ltd 

Signed 

 

 

Full name 

Craig Cosier, SRCP (Figtree Hill) Pty Ltd 

Report Version: Eco Logical Australia 2025. Annual Compliance Report 2024-2025. Residential 

Development, Appin Road, Gilead NSW. Prepared for SRCP (Figtree Hill) Pty Ltd. Version 1, dated 

20/02/2025 
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1. Introduction 

1.1 Project background 

In 2015, Lendlease Communities Pty Ltd proposed a residential development of approximately 1,700 

lots at Gilead. The proposal (EPBC 2015/7599) was referred to the then Department of the Environment 

and Energy (DotEE) in October 2015 and was determined to be a Controlled Action in relation to Matters 

of National Environmental Significance (MNES) and to be assessed by Preliminary Documentation. 

Accordingly, a Preliminary Documentation Environmental Assessment Report was submitted and was 

placed on public exhibition between 20 December 2017 and 2 February 2018. Following updates to the 

report to reflect responses to public submissions in August 2018, the then DotEE granted approval on 

21 December 2018 (Appendix A). 

Condition 16 of the approval requires the approval holder to prepare a ‘Compliance report’ for each 12-

month period following the date of ‘commencement of the action’. The Compliance report must be 

prepared within 60 days following the relevant 12-month period. The approval holder was Lendlease 

Communities (Figtree Hill) Pty Ltd (formerly called Lendlease Communities (Mt Gilead) Pty Ltd). Since 

the 2023-2024 Compliance report was prepared, Lendlease Communities (Figtree Hill) Pty Ltd sold the 

Figtree Hill Residential Development to SRCP (Figtree Hill) Pty Ltd, who have also taken on the 

responsibilities of the approval holders for the Commonwealth approval. The transfer of the approval 

from Lendlease to SRCP (Figtree Hill) Pty Ltd has commenced, though is not yet completed.  

The action commenced on 13 January 2021 and thus the annual compliance report must be prepared 

by 14 March each year. 

Eco Logical Australia (ELA) has been commissioned by SRCP (Figtree Hill) Pty Ltd (hereafter referred to 

as Stockland) to prepare the Annual Compliance Report, this report, to assess compliance with the 

conditions for the period 13 January 2024 – 12 January 2025 as set out in the approved action 

‘Construction of a residential development including water and sewerage infrastructure, a community 

centre, a small kiosk / store, internal roads and two open space and recreation reserve lots’. 

1.2 Project status 

1.3 Reason for this compliance report  

Condition 16 of the approval for EPBC 2015/7599 requires the approval holder (Stockland) to prepare a 

‘Compliance report’ for each 12-month period following the date of ‘commencement of the action’. 

This report has been prepared in compliance with Condition 16. 

This report has been prepared for the period from 13 January 2024– 12 January 2025. 

1.4 Commencement and staging of works 

The project commenced with tree clearing and bulk earthworks in the Stage 1 area on 13 January 2021 

(Figure 1).  
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During this reporting period (13 January 2024– 12 January 2025) works undertaken within the action 

area included civil works, installation of utilities, retaining walling and road construction. Conservation 

and revegetation works continued within the Conservation Areas (Figure 1).   

1.5 Variations  

In September 2019 a variation was lodged to amend Condition 7 in order to address the absence of a 

National Koala Recovery Team to endorse the Koala Management Plan, as envisaged when these 

conditions were approved. 

 
Current condition 7 Varied condition 7 

Prior to the commencement of the action, the approval 
holder must prepare and implement a Koala Management 
Plan for the proposed action area to the satisfaction of the 
Minister. This must include provisions for the approval 
holder to contribute at least $50,000 each year for five years 
to fund activities outlined in the plan. The approval holder 
must provide the Department with evidence of the Koala 
Recovery Team’s endorsement of the Koala Management 
Plan prior to the commencement of the action. The first 
year’s contribution must be made within 20 business days 
from the commencement of the action. 

 

Prior to the commencement of the action, the approval 
holder must submit a Koala Management Plan for the 
proposed action area to the Minister. The Koala 
Management Plan must include provisions for the approval 
holder to contribute at least $50,000 each year for five years 
to fund activities outlined in the plan. The approval holder 
must not commence the action until the Minister has 
approved the Koala Management Plan in writing. The 
approval holder must implement the approved Koala 
Management Plan. The first year’s contribution to fund 
activities outlined in the plan must be made within 20 
business days from the commencement of the action. 

 
This variation was approved on 20 September 2019 (Appendix B). 
 
On 16 May 2023, an updated Koala Management Plan (Appendix J) was lodged for approval in 

accordance with Condition 7 in order to increase the extent of conservation lands along Menangle Creek 

and provide two underpasses on Appin Road.  Other amendments included updates to the estimated 

Koala management costs within the Action Area and the Conservation Area.  

The updated Koala Management Plan was approved on 30 May 2023. (Appendix K). 



Residential Development, Appin Road, Gilead, NSW (EPBC 2015/7599) | Prepared for SRCP (Figtree Hill) Pty Ltd 

© ECO LOGICAL AUSTRALIA PTY LTD 7 

 

Figure 1: Condition 1 Development Area and Stages 
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Figure 2: Extent of works completed as at 22 October 2023 (Source NearMap) 
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Figure 3: Extent of works completed as at 25 November 2024 (Source NearMap) 
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2. Compliance reporting  

A summary of the approved conditions and their respective compliance status, outcomes achieved and whether further action is required is presented in 

Table 1.   

Table 1: Compliance with conditions of approval 

Number Condition Compliance Date due Details 

Impacts 

1 The approval holder must ensure that clearing of protected matters 

within the proposed action area is limited to the area marked as 

‘development area’ in Figure 1.   

Yes Ongoing All works on site undertaken as per approval 

Compensation measures 

2 To offset the impacts on 3.3 ha of SSTF and 0.55 ha of CPW, the 

approval holder must ensure that 8 ha of SSTF and 1.2 ha of CPW is 

secured within on-site offset areas prior to the commencement of 

the action.  

Yes Complete The Macarthur-Onslow (BA208) and Noorumba- Gilead Biobank 

site (BA209) was registered on 23 January 2019 (Appendix C and 

D). 

All SSTF and CPW credits (equating to 11.98 ha of SSTF and 6.27 

ha of CPW) were retired in October 2019 (Appendix E). 

 

3 To offset the impacts on 1.79 ha of SSTF, the approval holder must 

secure a minimum of 4 ha of SSTF at the Fernhill Central West 

biobanking site prior to the commencement of the action. 

Yes Complete A total of 34 HN556 SSTF ecosystem credits (equivalent to 4 ha) 

were purchased from the Fernhill Central West biobanking site 

(BA117) and retired in October 2019 (see Appendix E).  

4 To compensate for impacts to 0.85 ha of SSTF not compensated 

through offsetting through conditions 2 and 3, the approval holder 

must secure 0.85 ha of SSTF within the Council Reserve Biobank site 

prior to the commencement of Stage 2 of the action.  

Yes Completed 
On May 2020 the Department endorsed the Biodiversity Offset 

Strategy (Appendix F), this strategy compensated for impacts to 

0.85 ha of SSTF not compensated through offsetting through 

conditions 2 and 3 through securing an additional seven (7) 

biobanking credits from the Fernhill Central West Biobank site 

(equivalent to 0.85 ha of SSTF).  

Seven (7) biobanking credits from the Fernhill Central West 
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Number Condition Compliance Date due Details 

Biobank site (equivalent to 0.85 ha of SSTF) were retired on 13 

May 2020. 

5 To compensate for impacts to the Koala, the approval holder must 

acquire or retire no less than 150 Biodiversity Credits for the Koala 

from the Appin West offset site prior to the commencement of the 

action.   

Yes Complete A total of 150 Koala species credits were purchased from the 

Appin West biobanking site (BA215) and retired in October 2019 

(see Appendix E). 

A further 151 Koala credits were retired from BA239 (Noorumba 

reserve Biobank site) to comply with NSW approval conditions. 

6 Within 10 business days of securing the relevant offsets specified in 

Conditions 2-5, the approval holder must provide the Department 

with evidence of when the offsets were secured and what 

mechanism was used to secure the offsets.   

Yes 10 business days 

after 

commencement 

Copies of the registered Biobank Agreements for BA 208 and 209 

were provided to the Post Approvals team in July 2019 (Appendix 

C and D). 

The Biobank Agreement for the Hillsborough Biobank site (BA490) 

was executed by DPE on 20 August 2022 (Appendix G) and was 

formally registered on the land title in November 2024 

(Appendix L). Notification of the registration of BA490 was 

provided to the Department. 

7 Prior to the commencement of the action the approval holder must 

prepare and implement a Koala Management Plan for the proposed 

action area to the satisfaction of the Minister.  

This must include provisions for the approval holder to contribute 

at least $50,000 each year for five years to fund activities outlined 

in the plan. 

The first years’ contribution must be made within 20 business days 

form the commencement of the action. 

 

 

 

Yes On-going The Minister approved the KMP (Version 6 dated 28 April 2023 – 

Appendix J) on 30 May 2023 (Appendix K).  

 

Activities funded during the reporting period 

Koala Detection Program  $68,720 

Environmental Training & Awareness   $2,000  

Koala Underpasses Concept Design $315,576 

Koala Underpass Construction Cost $671,928 

Fencing  $276,894 

Conservation Works  $180,000  

TOTAL $1,446,398 
 

Construction Environmental Management Plan 
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Number Condition Compliance Date due Details 

8 At least three months prior to the commencement of the action, the 

approval holder must submit a construction environmental 

management plan (CEMP) for the Ministers approval to avoid and 

mitigate potential indirect impacts on protected matters in the on-

site offset areas and the Council Reserve as a result of construction. 

If the Minister approves the CEMP, then the approved CEMP must 

be implemented. 

Yes On-going 

 

 

 

 

On-going 

The Minister approved the CEMP (Version 5 dated 21 November 

2019) on 12 December 2019 (Appendix H). 

 

 

The CEMP has been implemented as part of on-going works. 

9 The approval holder must not commence the action unless the 

Minister has approved the CEMP in writing 

Yes Completed The Minister approved the CEMP in writing (Version 5 dated 21 

November 2019) on 12 December 2019 (Appendix H). The action 

commenced in January 2021. 

Notification of date of commencement of the action 

11 The approval holder must notify the Department in writing of the 

date of commencement of the action and the date of each stage of 

the action within 10 business days after the date of commencement 

of the action or the relevant stage of the action 

  Notice of the commencement of works was issued to the DAWE 

on 19/01/2021.  

A copy of notification letter is provided in Appendix I. 

Compliance records and reporting 

13 The approval holder must maintain accurate and complete 

compliance records 

Yes Ongoing  

14 If the Department makes a request in writing, the approval holder 

must provide electronic copies of compliance records to the 

Department within the timeframe specified in the request 

Yes Not relevant No requests were made for copies of compliance records during 

the reporting period. 

16 The approval holder must prepare a compliance report for each 12-

month period following the date of commencement of the action, 

or as otherwise agreed to in writing by the Minister. 

The approval holder must: 

a. publish each compliance report on the website within 60 business 

days following the relevant 12 month period 

Yes 15 March 2025 

 

 

 

 

This report serves as the fourth compliance report. 
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Number Condition Compliance Date due Details 

b. notify the Department via email that a compliance report has 

been published on the website within five business days of the date 

of publication 

c. keep all compliance reports publicly available on the website until 

this approval expires 

17-18 The approval holder must notify the department (as soon as 

practical and no later than two business days after becoming aware) 

in writing of any incident, non-compliance with the conditions, or 

non-compliance with the commitments made in plans. 

Yes On-going Not relevant as no incidents or occurrence of non- compliance 

during the reporting period. 

 

 

Preparation and publication of plans 

15 The approval holder must: 

a. submit plans electronically to the Department for approval by the 

Minister 

b. publish each plan on the website within 20 business days of the 

date the plan is approved by the Minister 

c. exclude or redact sensitive ecological data from plans published 

on the website  

d. keep plans published on the website until the end data of the 

approval 

Yes On-going The Koala Management Plan was published on the Lendlease 

website in January 2020. 

The Construction Environment Management Plan was published 

on the Lendlease website on in January 2020. 

The Year 1 Compliance Report was published on the Lendlease 

website in August 2022. 

The Year 2 Compliance Report was published on the Lendlease 

website in August 2023. 

The updated Koala Management Plan (version 6) was published 

on the Lendlease website in June 2023 

The Year 3 Compliance Report was published on the Lendlease 

website on 2 February 2024. 

The Year 4 Compliance Report (this report) will be published on 

the Stockland website within 20 business days of the date the plan 

is approved by the Minister. 

Independent audit 

19 The proponent must ensure that independent audits of compliance 

with the conditions are conducted as requested in writing by the 

Minister 

Yes On-going No written requests for independent audits during the reporting 

period. 



Residential Development, Appin Road, Gilead, NSW (EPBC 2015/7599) | Prepared for SRCP (Figtree Hill) Pty Ltd 

© ECO LOGICAL AUSTRALIA PTY LTD 14 

Number Condition Compliance Date due Details 

Revision of action management plans 

22-27 The approval holder may, at any time, apply to the Minister for a 

variation to an action management plan approved by the Minister 

Yes Not applicable No request to vary approved plans made during the reporting 

period. 

Completion of Action 

28 Within 30 days of the completion of the action, the approval holder 

must notify the Department in writing and provide completion data 

Yes On Completion Action not yet complete. 

 

Table 2: Compliance with commitments and obligations in registered Biobank Agreements  

Number Condition Compliance Date due Details 

1 The registered Biobanking Agreements for BA 208 and BA 209 require the 

landowner to implement and report on the management actions within 

the Agreements on the 12 month anniversary of the first payment date 

each year i.e. 19th October. 

The BCT amended the Annual Report date for Year 1 to 31 January 2021 

due to implications associated with covid restrictions, with the Year 2 and 

subsequent reports reverting back to 19th October each year. 

Yes Ongoing The Year 1 Annual reports for BA 208 and 209 were 

submitted on 29 January 2021.  

The NSW Biodiversity Conservation Trust (BCT) 

undertook a site audit on 11 March 2021 and issued a 

satisfactory Year 1 audit report on 30 March 2021. 

The Year 2 Annual reports for BA 208 and BA 209 were 

submitted to the BCT in March 2022.  

The Year 3 Annual reports for BA 208 and BA 209 were 

submitted to the BCT on 14 November 2023. 

The date for the submission of the Year 4 annual reports 

were shifted to June 2025 as confirmed by the BCT (see 

Appendix M). 

2 The Hillsborough Biobank site (BA 490) was registered in November 2024 

and the Biobanking Agreement requires the landowner to implement and 

report on the management actions within the Agreement on the 12-

Yes Ongoing The implementation of management actions on BA490 

commenced upon registration of the Biobanking 

Agreement.  
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Number Condition Compliance Date due Details 

month anniversary of the first payment date each year. The first payment 

is yet to be made by the BCT.  

The Year 1 Annual Report will be required within 12 

months of the first payment date. This date is to be 

determined once the first payment for management has 

been made by the BCT. 
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Table 3: Compliance with commitments in approved Koala Management Plans  

Number Condition Compliance Date due Details 

5.1.2 All Project personnel and contractors will undergo environmental 

induction training before commencing work on site 

 

Yes Ongoing All project personnel have undertaken environmental 

inductions. 

5.1.3 
Appointment of a Project Ecologist for the duration of clearing works to 

ensure conditions relating to biodiversity management of the site are 

fully implemented and complied with.  

Commitment to prepare and implement a Construction Environmental 

Management Plan 
Temporary and permanent protective fencing to be erected around all 
areas identified for conservation within the development area, including 
within Open Space areas and Biobank Sites prior to clearing activities 
commencing to minimise any inadvertent damage 
 

Yes 

 

 

Yes 

 

 

Yes 

 

Nov 2020 

 

 

Nov 2019 

 

 

2016 

Project ecologists were present onsite during all clearing, 

including pre-clearance surveys. 

 

CEMP was approved in Nov 2019. 

 

 

Fencing was installed to all conservation areas in 2016. 

5.1.4 Landscaping and revegetation within the Open Space/Recreation areas 

will include tree species which are part of the Endangered Ecological 

Communities recorded within the study area (Cumberland Plain 

Woodlands; Shale Sandstone Transition Forest and River-flat Eucalypt 

Forest) and which have been identified as primary or secondary Koala 

Tree Feed Species in the NSW Koala Recovery Plan 

 

Not yet 

required 

Not yet required Landscape and revegetation works have not 

commenced. 
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3. Incidents of non-compliance and reporting non-compliance 

Nil within the reporting period. 

 

4. Conclusion 

On behalf of Stockland, ELA has prepared this Compliance Report to fulfil Condition 16, and in doing so, 

all conditions of the Approval (EPBC 2015/7599) and subsequent approvals (plans and other 

agreements).   

Since the commencement of the action there has been no incidents of non-compliances, including in 

this past year.  

 

  



Residential Development, Appin Road, Gilead, NSW (EPBC 2015/7599) | Prepared for SRCP (Figtree Hill) Pty Ltd 

© ECO LOGICAL AUSTRALIA PTY LTD 18 

Appendix A – Final Decision Notice EPBC 2015/7599 

Provided as a separate PDF document. 

Appendix B – Variation to Condition 7 EPBC 2015/7599 

Provided as a separate PDF document. 

 

Appendix C – Registered Biobanking Agreement for Macarthur-Onslow 

Biobank site (BA 208) 

Provided as a separate PDF document. 

Appendix D - Registered Biobanking Agreement for Noorumba - Gilead 

Biobank site (BA 209) 

Provided as a separate PDF document. 

Appendix E BioBanking credit retirement report (October 2019) 

Provided as a separate PDF document. 

Appendix F  - Approval of Biodiversity Offset Strategy 

Provided as a separate PDF document. 

Appendix G – Registered Hillsborough Biobank site (BA490) 

Provided as a separate PDF document. 

Appendix H Minister’s approval of KMP and CEMP 

Provided as a separate PDF document. 

Appendix I – Letter to Minister notifying commencement of Action 

Provided as a separate PDF document. 
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Appendix J – Koala Management Plan (version 6) 

Provided as a separate PDF document. 

 

Appendix K – Minister’s approval of revised KMP 

Provided as a separate PDF document. 

 

Appendix L – Title Certificate for Lot 12 DP1261146 listing registered 

Biobank Site 

Provided as a separate document.  

 

Appendix M Biobank Annual Report evidence of change in submission 

date 

Provided as a separate document. 
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Australian Government 
Department of the Environment and Energy 

APPROVAL 

Mt Gilead residential development, NSW (EPBC 2015/7599) 

This decision is made under sections 130(1) and 133(1) of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 1999 {Cth}. Note that section 134{lA) of the EPBC Act applies to this approval, which 
provides in general terms that if the approval holder authorises another person to undertake any part 
of the action, the approval holder must take all reasonable steps to ensure that the other person is 
informed of any conditions attached to this approval, and that the other person complies with any 
such condition. 

Details 

Lendlease Communities (Mt Gilead) Pty Ltd Person to whom the 
approval is granted 
(approval holder) 

ACN of approval holder 

Action 

605 278 331 

Construction of a residential development including water and sewerage 
infrastructure, a community centre, a small kiosk / store, internal roads 
and two open space and recreation reserves on Lots 
1-5 DP 1240836* and Lot 61 DP 752042 at Gilead, approximately 7 km 
south of Campbelltown city centre, New South Wales (as described in 
EPBC Act Referral 2015/7599 received 2 November 2015, and subject to 
the variations of the action accepted by the Minister under section 156B 
on Monday, 29 May 2017 and Thursday, 12 April 2018). 
Note that prior to subdivision in May 2018, Lots 1-5 DP1240836 were collectively known as 

Lot 3 DP1218887. 

Proposed Approval decision 

My decision on whether or not to approve the taking of the action for the purposes of the controlling 
provision for the action is as follows. 

Controlling Provisions 

Listed Threatened Species and Communities 
Section 18 
Section 18A 

Approve 
Approve 

Period for which the approval has effect 
This approval has effect until 30 November 2038 

Decision-maker 
Name and position 

Signature 

Date of decision 

Kim Farrant 
Assistant Secretary of Assessments and Waste Branch 
Department of the Environment and Energy 
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Conditions of approval 

This approval is subject to the conditions und r the EPBC Act as set out in ANNEXURE A. 

ANNEXURE A - CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL 

Part A - Conditions specific to the action 

Impacts 

1. The approval holder must ensure that clearing of protected matters within the proposed 
action area is limited to the area marked as 'development area' in Attachment 1. 

Compensation measures 

2. To offset the impacts on 3.3 ha of SSTF and 0.55 ha of CPW, the approval holder must ensure 
that 8 ha of SSTF and 1.2 ha of CPW is secured within onsite offset areas prior to the 
commencement of the action. 

3. To offset the impacts on 1.79 ha of SSTF, the approval holder must secure a minimum of 4 ha 
of SSTF at the Fernhill Central West biobanking site prior to the commencement of the 
action. 

4. To compensate for impacts on 0.85 ha of SSTF not compensated through offsetting through 
conditions 2 and 3, the approval holder must either: 

• secure 0.85 ha of SSTF within the Council reserve prior to the commencement of 
Stage 2 of the action; or (if the approval holder is unable to register the Council 
reserve as a BioBank site): 

• submit for the Minister's approval, an offset strategy in accordance with the EPBC Act 
environmental offsets policy. The offset strategy must outline how these impacts will 
be offset in perpetuity. The offset strategy should be submitted at least three months 
prior to the intended date of commencement. The approval holder must not 
commence the action unless the offset strategy has been approved by the Minister. 

5. To compensate for impacts on Koala, the approval holder must acquire or retire no less than 
150 Biodiversity credits for the Koala from the Appin West offset site prior to the 
commencement of the action. 

6. Within 10 business days of securing the relevant offsets specified in conditions 2 - 5, the 
approval holder must provide the Department with evidence of when the offsets were 
secured and what mechanism was used to secure the offsets. 

7. Prior to the commencement of the action, the approval holder must prepare and Implement 
a Koala Management Plan for the proposed action area to the satisfaction of the Minister. 
This must include provisions for the approval holder to contribute at least $50,000 each year 
for five years to fund activities outlined in the plan. The approval holder must provide the 
Department with evidence of the Koala Recovery Team's endorsement of the Koala 
Management Plan prior to the commencement of the action. The first year's contribution 
must be made within 20 business days from the commencement of the action. 
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Construction environmental management plan 

8. At least three months prior to the commencement of the action, the approval holder must 
submit a construction environmental management plan (CEMP) for the Minister's approval to 
avoid and mitigate potential indirect impacts on protected matters in the onsite offset areas 
and the Council Reserve as a result of construction. If the Minister approves the CEMP, then 
the approved CEMP must be implemented. 

9. The approval holder must not commence the action unless the Minister has approved the 
CEMP in writing. 

10. The CEMP must be consistent with the Department's Environmental Management Plan 
Guidelines, and must include: 

a. The CEMP environmental objectives, relevant to protected matters and a reference to 
EPBC Act approval conditions to which the CEMP refers; 

b. A table of commitments made in the CEMP to achieve the objectives, and a reference 
to where the commitments are detailed in the CEMP; 

c. Details of the parties responsible for undertaking management actions; 

d. A description of management actions that will be implemented pre, during and post 
construction, including for stormwater discharge and road runoff, sediment and 
erosion control, invasion by exotic species and weeds, and fencing and access; 

e. Hygiene protocols to minimise the risk of spread of Phytophthora cinnamomi; 

f. Reporting and review mechanisms, and documentation standards to demonstrate 
compliance with the CEMP; 

g. An assessment of risks to achieving the CEMP environmental objectives and risk 
management strategies that will be applied; 

h. Impact avoidance, mitigation and/or repair measures, and their timing; and 

i. A monitoring program, which must include: 

i. measurable performance indicators; 

ii. trigger values for corrective actions; 

iii. the timing and frequency of monitoring to detect changes in the performance 
. indicators and timely detection of trigger values; and 

iv. proposed corrective actions, if trigger values are reached. 

Part B - Standard administrative conditions 

Notification of date of commencement of the action 

11. The approval holder must notify the Department in writing of the date of commencement of 
the action and the date of commencement of each stage of the action within 10 business 
days after the date of commencement of the action or the relevant stage of the action. 

12. If the commencement of the action does not occur within 5 years from the date of this 
approval, then the approval holder must not commence the action without the prior written 
agreement of the Minister. 
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Compliance records 

13. The approval holder must maintain accurate and complete compliance records. 

14. If the Department makes a request in writing, the approval holder must provide electronic 
copies of compliance records to the Department within the timeframe specified in the 
request. 

Note: Compliance records may be subject to audit by the Department or an independent auditor in accordance with 
section 458 of the EPBC Act, and or used to verify compliance with the conditions. Summaries of the result of an audit 
may be published on the Department's website or through the general media. 

Preparation and publication of plans 

15. The approval holder must: 

a. submit plans electronically to the Department for approval by the Minister; 

b. publish each plan on the website within 20 business days of thp. datp. thp plan is approved 
by the Minister or of the date a revised action management plan is submitted to the 
Minister, unless otherwise agreed to in writing by the Minister; 

c. exclude or redact sensitive ecological data from plans published on the website or 
provided to a member of the public; and 

d. keep plans published on the website until the end date of this approval. 

Annual compliance reporting 

16. The approval holder must prepare a compliance report for each 12 month period following the 
date of commencement of the action, or as otherwise agreed to in writing by the Minister. The 
approval holder must: 

a. publish each compliance report on the website within 60 business days following the 
relevant 12 month period; 

b. notify the Department by email that a compliance report has been published on the 
website within five business days of the date of publication; 

c. keep all compliance reports publicly available on the website until this approval expires; 

d. exclude or redact sensitive ecological data from compliance reports published on the 
website; and 

e. where any sensitive ecological data has been excluded from the version published, submit 
the full compliance report tothe Department within 5 business days of publication. 

Note: Compliance reports may be published on the Department's website. 

Reporting non-compliance 

17. The approval holder must notify the Department in writing of any: incident; non-compliance 
with the conditions; or non-compliance with the commitments made in plans. The notification 
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must be given as soon as practicable, and no later than two business days after becoming aware 
ofthe incident or non-compliance. The notification must specify: 

a. the condition which is or may be in breach; and 

b. a short description of the incident and/or non-compliance. 

18. The approval holder must provide to the Department the details of any incident or non 
compliance with the conditions or commitments made in plans as soon as practicable and no 
later than 10 business days after becoming aware of the incident or non-compliance, specifying: 

a. any corrective action or investigation which the approval holder has already taken or 
intends to take in the immediate future; 

b. the potential impacts of the incident or non-compliance; and 

c. the method and timing of any remedial action that will be undertaken by the approval 
holder. 

Independent audit 

19. The approval holder must ensure that independent audits of compliance with the conditions 
are conducted as requested in writing by the Minister. 

20. For each independent audit, the approval holder must: 

a. provide the name and qualifications of the independent auditor and the draft audit criteria 
to the Department; 

b. only commence the independent audit once the audit criteria have been approved in 
writing by the Department; and 

c. submit an audit report to the Department within the timeframe specified in the approved 
audit criteria. 

21. .The approval holder must publish the audit report on the website within 10 business days of 
receiving the Department's approval of the audit report and keep the audit report published on 
the website until the end date of this approval. 

Revision of action management plans 

22. The approval holder may, at any time, apply to the Minister for a variation to an action 
management plan approved by the Minister under condition 9, or as subsequently revised in 
accordance with this condition, by submitting an application in accordance with the 
requirements of section 143A of the EPBC Act. If the Minister approves a revised action 
management plan (RAMP) then, from the date specified, the approval holder must implement 
the RAMP in place of the previous action management plan. 

23. The approval holder may choose to revise an action management plan approved by the 
Minister under condition 9, or as subsequently revised in accordance with this condition, 
without submitting it for approval under section 143A of the EPBC Act, if the taking of the action 
in accordance with the RAMP would not be likely to have a new or increased impact. 
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24. If the approval holder makes the choice under condition 23 to revise an action management 
plan without submitting it for approval; the approval holder must: 

a. notify the Department in writing that the approved action management plan has been 
revised and provide the Department with: 

i. an electronic copy of the RAMP; 

ii. an electronic copy of the RAMP marked up with track changes to show the 
differences between the approved action management plan and the RAMP; 

iii. an explanation of the differences between the approved action management plan 
and the RAMP; 

iv. the reasons the approval holder considers that taking the action in accordance with 
the RAMP would not be likely to have a new or increased impact; and 

v. written notice of the date on which the approval holder will implement the RAMP 
(RAMP implementation date), being at least 20 business days after the date of 
providing notice of the revision of the action management plan, or a date agreed to in 
writing with the Department. 

b. subject to condition 26, implement the RAMP from the RAMP implementation date. 

25. The approval holder may revoke its choice to implement a RAMP under condition 23 at any time 
by giving written notice to the Department. If the approval holder revokes the choice under 
condition 23, the approval holder must implement the previous action management plan 
approved by the Minister. 

26. If the Minister gives a notice to the approval holder that the Minister is satisfied that the taking 
of the action in accordance with the RAMP would be likely to have a new or increased impact, 
then: 

a. condition 23 does not apply, or ceases to apply, in relation to the RAMP; and 

b. the approval holder must implement the action management plan specified by the Minister 
in the notice. 

27. At the time of giving the notice under condition 26, the Minister may also notify that for a 
specified period of time, condition 23 does not apply for one or more specified action 
management plans. 

Note: conditions 23, 24, 25 and 26 are not intended to limit the operation of section 143A of the EPBC Act which allows 
the approval holder to submit a revised action management plan, at any time, to the Minister for approval. 

Completion of the action 

28. Within 30 days after the completion of the action, the approval holder must notify the 
Department in writing and provide completion data. 
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Part C - Definitions 

29. In these conditions, except where contrary intention is expressed, the following definitions are 
used: 

a. Appin West offset site means the area marked as 'study area' on the map at Attachment 7. 

b. BioBanking - the New South Wales Government's biodiversity credit and offset scheme of 
that name created under the Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995 (NSW), as 
amended and repealed or an equivalent scheme under a successor mechanism under the 
Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 (NSW). 

c. Biodiversity Credits - has the meaning given under the under the Threatened Species 
Conservation Act 1995 (NSW), as amended and repealed, or an equivalent report under a 
successor mechanism under the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 (NSW). 

d. Business days means a day that is not a Saturday, a Sunday or a public holiday in New 
South Wales. 

e. Cleared means the cutting down, felling, thinning, logging, removing, killing, destroying, 
poisoning, ringbarking, uprooting or burning of SSTF or CPW. 

f. Commencement/Commencement of the actionl Commence the action means the first 
instance of any specified activity associated with the action including clearance of 
vegetation and construction of any infrastructure. Commencement does not include minor 
physical disturbance necessary to: 

i. undertake pre-clearance surveys or monitoring programs; 

ii. install signage and lor temporary fencing to prevent unapproved use of the proposed 
action area; and 

iii. protect environmental and property assets from fire, weeds and pests, including 
erection or construction of fencing and signage, and maintenance or use of existing 
surface access tracks, if agreed in writing by the Department. 

g. Completion data means an environmental report and spatial data information clearly 
detailing how the conditions of this approval have been met. The Department's preferred 
spatial data format is ESRI shapefile, including containing '.shp, '.shx' and '.dbf' files and 
other files capturing attributes including at least the EPBC reference and a '.prj' file or 
specification of the projection/geographic coordinate system used .. 

h. Completion of the action means the time at which all approved conditions (except 
condition 28) have been fully met. 

i. Compliance records means all documentation or other material in whatever form required 
to demonstrate compliance with the conditions of approval in the approval holder's 
possession or that are within the approval holder's power to obtain lawfully; 

j. Compliance reports means written reports: 
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i. providing accurate and complete details of compliance, incidents, and non-compliance 
with the conditions and the plans; 

ii. consistent with the Department's Annual Compliance Report Guidelines (2014) 

iii. include a shapefile of any clearance of any protected matters, or their habitat, 
undertaken within the relevant 12 month period; and 

iv. annexing a schedule of all plans prepared and in existence in relation to the conditions 
during the relevant 12 month period. 

k. Construction means the creation and development of services (sewerage, electricity, 
water; storrnwater}, the use of heavy equipment for the purposes of breaking ground for 
buildings or infrastructure, and the building of infrastructure associated with the action. 
This does not include preparatory works such as the erection of signage or temporary 
fencing. In addition, for the Council reserve, construction refers to the interim period 
between the commencement of the action and the commencement of bushland 
management works within the reserve. 

I. Council reserve means the area designated as 'Council Reserve (Proposed Biobanking 
Site)' on the map at Attachment 5. 

m. CPW means the Cumberland Plain Shale Woodlands and Shale-Gravel Transition Forest 
ecological community listed as critically endangered under the EPBC Act and shown on the 
map at Attachment 2. 

n. . Department means the Australian Government agency responsible for administering the 
EPBe Act. 

o. EPBC Act means the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cth). 

p. EPBC Act environmental offset policy means the document: Department of Sustainability, 
Environment, Water, Population and Communities (2012). Environment Protection and 

Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 Environmental Offset Policy. Commonwealth of 
Australia, Canberra. 

q. Evidence means documentation from the relevant authoritv showing that the offset has 
been secured. 

r. Fernhill Central West biobanking site means the area designated as "Offset (4 hal' in the 
map at Attachment 6. 

s. Grey-headed Flying-fox means Pteropus poliocephalus listed as vulnerable under the EPBe 
Act, within habitat shown on the map at Attachment 4 

t. Impact/Impacted means any measureable direct or indirect disturbance/change that 
occurs as a result of any activity associated with the proposed action. 

u. Incident means any event which has the potential to, or does, impact on protected 
matters. 
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v. Independent audit: means an audit conducted by an independent and suitably qualified 

person as detailed in the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 
Independent Audit and Audit Report Guidelines (2015). 

w. like-for-like credits has the meaning given under the Threatened Species Conservation Act 
1995 (NSW) (now repealed), or an equivalent biodiversity offsetting mechanism under the 

Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 (NSW) and includes the retirement of credits from the 

following plant community types: 

SSTF (Shale SandstoneTranstion Forest in the Sydney Basin Bioregion) 

i. Narrow-leaved Ironbark - Broad-leaved Ironbark - Grey Gum open forest of the edges 
of the Cumberland Plain, Sydney Basin Bioregion 

ii. Broad-leaved lronbark - Melaleuca decora shrubby open forest on clay soils of the 
Cumberland Plain, Sydney Basin Bioregion 

iii. Turpentine - Grey Ironbark open forest on shale in the lower Blue Mountains, Sydney 
Basin Bioregion. 

CPW (Cumberland Plain Woodland) 

i. Shale Hills Woodland 

ii. Cumberland Shale Hills Woodland 

iii. Grey Box-Forest Red Gum grassy woodland on shale of the southern Cumberland Plain, 
Sydney Basin 

x. Koala means the combined populations of Queensland, New South Wales and the 

Australian Capital Territory) (Phascolarctos cinereus (combined populations of Qld, NSW 
and the ACn listed as vulnerable under the EPBC Act within habitat shown on the map at 

Attachment 3. 

y. Minister means the Australian Government Minister administering the EPBC Act including 

any delegate thereof. 

z. New or increased impact means a new or increased environmental impact or risk relating 

to any protected matter, when compared to the likely impact of implementing the action 

management plan that has been approved by the Minister under condition 9, including any 

subsequent revisions approved by the Minister, as outlined in the Guidance on 'New or 
Increased Impact' relating to changes to approved management plans under EPBC Act 
environmental approvals (2017). 

aa. Offset attributes - mean an '.xls' file capturing relevant attributes of the offset site, 

including the EPBC Act reference ID number, the physical address of the offset site, 

coordinates of the boundary points in decimal degrees, the EPBC Act protected matters 

that the offset compensates for, any additional EPBC Act protected matters that are 

benefiting from the offset, and the size of the offset in hectares. 

bb. Onsite offset areas means the area designated 'Proposed BioBank Sites (Applications 
Submitted), at Attachment 5. 
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cc. Plan(s) means any of the documents required to be prepared, approved by the Minister, 
and/or implemented by the approval holder and published on the website in accordance 
with these conditions (includes action management plans and/or strategies}. 

dd. Proposed action area means the area designated as 'Urban area, Detention Basin 
(Landscaped), Open Space- Landscape and Open Space'on the map at Attachment 
1.Protected matter(s) means protected fauna and other matters protected by Part 3 of the 
EPBC Act, including SSTF and CPW. 

ee. Retirement means a change in the status of a credit such that the credit can no longer be 
bought or sold. 

ff. Shapefiles means an ESRI Shapefile containing '.shp', '.shx' and '.dbf' files and other files 
capturing attributes of the offset site, including the shape, EPBC Act reference ID number 
and protected matters present at the relevant site. Shapefile files must also include either 
a '.prj' file or specification of the projection/geographic coordinate system used. 

i. Attributes should also be captured in '.xls' format. 

gg. Retire or retirement means a change in the status of a credit such that the credit has been 
used to offset the development impact or achieve a conservation outcome, and can no 
longer be. bought or sold. 

hh. Secure/secured means long-term protection under a legal mechanism that is either: 

i. 
.. _ .. : .. .. _.I: ...... .t.I::,..:_""oI- 1:1 .. _ ~_ .. 1:1 .. .... : ... _ : ...J ••• :~L ~L_ ~I_ ••• C"_ •• ~L \A/_I __ 
U:a.II~III~II" UI ;:'UIII\..U:::IIL 1I1I'\~-IUI-IIII'\~ \"U:UIL;:) III a\..\..ulualll..t: Willi lilt: 1 .... t:W ~UUlll VVdlt:;:) 

Government's BioBanking Scheme created under the Threatened Species 
Conservation Act 1995 (NSW), as amended and repealed or an equivalent hiodiversitv 
offsetting mechanism under the Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 (NSW); OR 

ii. another legal mechanism that has been endorsed in writing by the Minister. 

ii. Sensitive ecological data means data as defined in the Australian Government Department 
of the Environment (2016) Sensitive Ecological Data - Access and Management Policy V1.0. 

jj. Successor mechanism means any biodiversity offsetting mechanism legislated and 
implemented by the New South Wales Government to replace, or as a successor to, 
BioBanking. Such a mechanism is only acceptable for the purposes of this approval if it: 

i. is included in a bilateral agreement under the EPBC Act (either referenced directly in 
the agreement, or as part of a wider process that is adopted in a bilateral agreement) 
OR 

ii. has been agreed by the Department in writing to the approval holder or the title 
holder as being an appropriate successor mechanism. 

kk. SSTF means the Shale Sandstone Transition Forest of the Sydney Basin Bioregion ecological 
community listed as critically endangered under the EPBC Act and shown on the map at 
Attachment 2. 

II. Suitably qualified person means a person who has professional qualifications, training, 
skills and/or experience related to the nominated subject matter and can give authoritative 
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independent assessment, advice and analysis on performance relative to the subject 
matter using the relevant protocols, standards, methods and/or literature. 

mm. website means a set of related web pages located under a single domain name attributed 
to the approval holder and available to the public. 

ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment 1- Map showing proposed action area 

Attachment 2 - Map showing the extent of SSTF (Dark green) and CPW (Dark orange) within the 
proposed action area. Impacted areas are those areas outside the green lines. 

Attachment 3 - Map showing the extent of Koala habitat within the proposed action area 

Attachment 4 - Map showing the extent of Grey-headed Flying-fox habitat within the proposed 
action area 

Attachment 5 - Map showing onsite offset areas and Council Reserve (Proposed BioBank site) 

Attachment 6 - Map of Fernhill Central West Biobank site 

Attachment 7 - Map of Appin West offset site 
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ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment 1 – Map showing proposed action area (marked on the map as Urban areas, Detention 
Basin (Landscaped), Open Space -Landscaped and Open Space). 
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Attachment 2 – Map showing the extent of SSTF (Dark green) and CPW (Dark orange) within the 
proposed action area. Impacted areas are those areas outside the green lines.  
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Attachment 3  –  Map showing the extent of Koala habitat within the proposed action area.  
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Attachment 4  –  Map showing the extent of Grey-headed Flying-fox habitat within the proposed 
action area.   
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Attachment 5 – Map showing onsite offset areas and Council Reserve (Proposed BioBank site) 
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Attachment 6 – Map of Fernhill Central West biobank site 
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Attachment 7 – Map of Appin West offset site  

 



VARIATION OF CONDITIONS ATTACHED TO APPROVAL 

Mt Gilead residential development, NSW (EPBe 2015/7599) 

This decision to vary conditions of approval is made under section 143 of the 
Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act). 

Approved action 

Person to whom the 
approval is granted 

Lendlease Communities (Mt Gilead) Pty Ltd 

ACN: 605278331 

Approved action Construction of a residential development including water and 
sewerage infrastructure, a community centre, a small kiosk 1 
store, internal roads and two open space and recreation 
reserves on Lots 

1-5 DP 1240836* and Lot 61 DP 752042 at Gilead, 
approximately 7 km south of Campbelltown city centre, New 
South Wales (as described in EPBC Act Referral 2015/7599 
received 2 November 2015, and subject to the variations of 
the action accepted by the Minister under section 156B on 
Monday, 29 May 2017 and Thursday, 12 April 2018). 

Note that prior to subdivision in May 2018, Lots 1-5 DP1240836 were collectively 
known as Lot 3 DP1218887. 

Variation 

Variation of conditions The variation is: 
attached to approval 

Delete condition 7 attached to the approval and substitute 
with the condition specified below. 

Date of effect This variation has effect on the date the instrument is signed 

Person authorised to make decision 

Name and position Greg Manning 
Assistant Secretary 
Assessments (WA, SA and NT) and Post Approvals Branch 

~~ Signature 

Date of decision 
»eptember 2019 



Proposed varied condition 7 

Prior to the commencement of the action, the approval holder must submit a Koala 
Management Plan for the proposed action area to the Minister. The Koala Management 
Plan must include provisions for the approval holder to contribute at least $50,000 each year 
for five years to fund activities outlined in the plan. The approval holder must not commence 
the action until the Minister has approved the Koala Management Plan in writing. The 
approval holder must implement the approved Koala Management Plan. The first year's 
contribution to fund activities outlined in the plan must be made within 20 business days from 
the commencement of the action. 
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Effective date:

Transaction number:

Credit retirement report

15-October-2019

201910-RT-479

Credit owner ID:

Name of credit holder:

Other owner(s):

No other owners

650

Lend Lease Communities (Mt Gilead) Pty Ltd (Lend Lease)

Credit owners' details

Reason for retirement: Biocert Agreement for Mt Gilead Residential Devt EPBC 2015_7599 Conditions of Approval
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Ecosystem credit(s) retired

Vegetation

formation(see key)

Vegetation typeCredit 

profile ID

Number of 

credits

Patch

size

% surrounding 

vegetation

CMA 

subregion

Vegetation 

code

Agreement

ID

 27  2,211  209 Cumberland - 

Hawkesbury/Nep

ean

31-70% >100 haHN528 HN528/Grey Box - Forest Red Gum 

grassy woodland on flats of the 

Cumberland Plain, Sydney Basin 

Bioregion

GRW

 1  2,213  209 Cumberland - 

Hawkesbury/Nep

ean

31-70% <5 haHN528 HN528/Grey Box - Forest Red Gum 

grassy woodland on flats of the 

Cumberland Plain, Sydney Basin 

Bioregion

GRW

 34  1,492  117 Wollemi - 

Hawkesbury/Nep

ean

>70% >100 haHN556 HN556/Narrow-leaved Ironbark - 

Broad-leaved Ironbark - Grey Gum open 

forest of the edges of the Cumberland 

Plain, Sydney Basin Bioregion

DSG

 85  2,208  208 Cumberland - 

Hawkesbury/Nep

ean

>70% >100 haHN556 HN556/Narrow-leaved Ironbark - 

Broad-leaved Ironbark - Grey Gum open 

forest of the edges of the Cumberland 

Plain, Sydney Basin Bioregion

DSG

 19  2,209  208 Cumberland - 

Hawkesbury/Nep

ean

>70% <5 haHN556 HN556/Narrow-leaved Ironbark - 

Broad-leaved Ironbark - Grey Gum open 

forest of the edges of the Cumberland 

Plain, Sydney Basin Bioregion

DSG

Species credit(s) retired

Species

type

Common nameScientific nameAgreement

ID

Credit 

profile ID

Number

of credits

 151  516 239 Phascolarctos cinereus KoalaFauna

 150  459 215 Phascolarctos cinereus KoalaFauna

 85  442 208 Phascolarctos cinereus KoalaFauna

 48  909 209 Phascolarctos cinereus KoalaFauna
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Key to vegetation formations

Code Vegetation formation

ALP Alpine complex

ASA Arid shrublands (Acacia)

ASC Arid shrublands (Chenopod)

DSG Dry sclerophyll forests (shrub/grass)

DSS Dry sclerophyll forests (shrubby)

FRW Forested wetlands

FWW Freshwater wetlands

GLD Grasslands

GRW Grassy woodlands

HLD Heathlands

MES Miscellaneous ecosystems

RFT Rainforests

SAW Saline wetlands

SWG Semi-arid woodlands (grassy)

SWS Semi-arid woodlands (shrubby)

WSG Wet sclerophyll forests (grassy)

WSS Wet sclerophyll forests (shrubby)

The credit register provides further information about credit holdings and reports about credit trading activity. To view this information, please visit the public register website at 

www.environment.nsw.gov.au/bimspr/index.htm

For more information, please contact the BioBanking Scheme Manager - phone (02) 9995 6753; email biobanking@environment.nsw.gov.au 
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GPO Box 787 Canberra ACT 2601 • Telephone 02 6274 1111 • Facsimile 02 6274 1666 • www.awe.gov.au 

 
Mark Anderson 
Senior Development Manager   
Lendlease Communities (Mt Gilead) Pty Ltd  
Level 2, 88, Phillip Street   
Parramatta, NSW 2150 
 
 
Dear Mr Anderson 
 

EPBC 2015/7599: Mt Gilead Residential Development, Gilead, NSW – 
Biodiversity Offset Strategy 
 
Thank you for your email dated 17 April 2020 to the Department of the Environment and 
Energy, seeking approval of the Biodiversity Offset Strategy, in accordance with condition 4 
of the above project under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation 
Act 1999 (EPBC Act). 
 
Officers of the Department have advised me on the Biodiversity Offset Strategy and the 
requirements of the conditions of the approval for this project. On this basis, and as a 
delegate of the Minister for the Environment, I have decided to approve the Mt Gilead 
Residential Development: EPBC Biodiversity Offset Strategy (EPBC 2015/7599), 17 April 
2020. This plan must now be implemented. 
 
As you are aware, the Department has an active monitoring program which includes 
monitoring inspections, desk top document reviews and audits. Please ensure that you 
maintain accurate records of all activities associated with, or relevant to, the conditions of 
approval so that they can be made available to the Department on request. 
 
Should you require any further information please contact Hannah McFarlane  
on (02) 6274 2973 or postapproval@environment.gov.au. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 

 
 
Greg Manning 
Assistant Secretary 
Assessments (WA, SA, NT), Post Approvals and Policy Branch 
 
5  May 2020 











































































































































Australian Government 
Department of tbe EO,"'irooment and Energy 

Mark Anderson 
Senior Development Manager, Communities 
Level 2,88 Phillip Street 
PO Box 4, Parramatta NSW 2150 

EPBC 2015/7599, Mt Gilead residential development, NSW: Mount Gilead Koala 
Management Plan and Mount Gilead Construction Environmental Management Plan 

Dear Mr Anderson 

Thank you for submitting the above plans for approval in accordance with the Environment 
Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act). 

Officers of the Department have advised me on the plans and on the requirements of the 
EPBC Act conditions of approval. On this basis, and as a delegate of the Minister for the 
Environment, I have decided to approve: 

~ the Mount Gilead Koala Management Plan, Version 5, dated 21 November 2019, in 
accordance Condition 7 of the EPBC Act approval for EPBC 2015/7599; and 

~ the Mount Gilead Construction Environmental Management Plan, Version 5, 
dated 21 November 2019, in accordance Condition 8 of the EPBC Act approval for 
EPBC 2015/7599. 

The approved plans must now be implemented. 

If you wish to vary the approved Mount Gilead Koala Management Plan, you must submit 
for the Minister's approval a revised version of the plan, in accordance with the 
requirements of section 143A of the EPBC Act. 

If you wish to vary the approved Mount Gilead Construction Environmental Management 
Plan, you must either: 

submit for the Minister's approval a revised version of the plan in accordance with 
the requirements of section 143A of the EPBC Act; or 
if you consider that implementing the revised Mount Gilead Construction 
Environmental Management Plan would not be likely to result in a new or increased 
impact, notify the Department in writing of the revision to the approved plan, in 
accordance with requirements set out in condition 24 of the approval. 

Should you require any further information please contact Tony Dowd on (02) 6274 1769 or 
postapproval@environment.gov.au 

Yours sincerely 

Declan O'Connor-Cox, Acting Assistant Secretary, 
Environmen/t Approvals Division 
i~ to. 2019 

GPO Box 787 Canberra ACT 2601 • Telephone 02 6274 1111 • Facsimile 02 6274 1666. www.environment.gov.au 



      
 

 

Lendlease Communities (Figtree Hill) Pty Ltd, ACN 605 278 331    
Level 2, 88 Phillip Street, Parramatta NSW 2150, Australia   www.lendlease.com  
 

19 January 2021  

Louise Vickery 
Assistant Secretary  
Environmental Approvals and Wildlife Trade Branch 
Environment Approval Division 
Department of Agriculture, Water & Environment 
 
 
Attention: Post Approvals Team 
 
 
 

 

Notice of Commencement of Action (Stage 1) under EPBC Approval 2015/7599  

 
 
I am writing pursuant to condition number 11 of EPBC Decision Notice 2015/7599 granted on 21 December 2018. 
We advise that actions approved under the approval commenced within stage 1 of the action area on 13 January 
2021.  
 
We propose a reporting date for annual compliance reporting of 13 January, with reports to be published within 60 
business days. 
 

 Should you have any queries please contact me on 0419 148 853 or mark.anderson@lendlease.com 
 
 
 
 

 
Regards, 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Mark Anderson 
Senior Development Manger 

mailto:mark.anderson@lendlease.com
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Abbreviations 

Abbreviation Description 

Action 
Means construction of a residential development including water and sewerage infrastructure, roads 
and open space recreation areas as defined in EPBC decision 2015/7599 

Action area The areas marked as ‘development area’ in Figure 1 of this report 

Approval Holder Lendlease Communities (Mt Gilead) Pty Ltd 

APZ Asset Protection Zone 

BC Act NSW Biodiversity Conservation Act 2016 

Biocertification Biodiversity Certification 

BMDB Bell Miner Die Back 

CAR Corrective Action Report  

CCC Campbelltown City Council 

CEEC Critically Endangered Ecological Community 

CEMP Construction Environmental Management Plan 

CPW Cumberland Plain Woodland  

Dbh Diameter at breast height  

DEWHA former Commonwealth Department of the Environment, Water, Heritage and Arts (now DCCEEW) 

DotE former Commonwealth Department of the Environment (now DCCEEW) 

DotEE former Commonwealth Department of the Environment and Energy (now DCCEEW) 

EEC endangered ecological community  

ELA Eco Logical Australia 

EMP Environmental Management Plan 

EP&A Act NSW Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 

EPBC Act Commonwealth Environment Protection & Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 

KMP Koala Management Plan 

Lendlease Lendlease Communities (Mt Gilead) Pty Ltd 

LGA Local Government Area 

MDP Metropolitan Development Program 

MNES Matters of National Environmental Significance 

OEH Office of the Environment and Heritage 

RFEF River-Flat Eucalypt Forest  

SEPP State Environmental Planning Policy 

SSTF Shale Sandstone Transition Forest  

Study area The area outlined in Figure 1 of this report 

SWMS Safe Work Method Statement 

TPZ Tree Protection Zone 

 



Mount Gilead Residential Development Koala Management Plan | Lendlease Communities (Mt Gilead) Pty Ltd 

© ECO LOGICAL AUSTRALIA PTY LTD 1 

Declaration of Accuracy 

I declare that: 

1. To the best of my knowledge, all the information contained in, or accompanying this Management 

Plan (Mount Gilead Residential Development Construction Environmental Management Plan EPBC 

2015/7599) is complete, current and correct. 

2. I am duly authorised to sign this declaration on behalf of the approval holder. 

3. I am aware that: 

a. Section 490 of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (Cth) (EPBC 

Act) makes it an offence for an approval holder to provide information in response to an 

approval condition where the person is reckless as to whether the information is false or 

misleading. 

b. Section 491 of the EPBC Act makes it an offence for a person to provide information or 

documents to specified persons who are known by the person to be performing a duty or 

carrying out a function under the EPBC Act or the Environment Protection and Biodiversity 

Conservation Regulations 2000 (Cth) where the person knows the information or document is 

false or misleading. 

c. The above offences are punishable on conviction by imprisonment, a fine or both. 

Signed 

 

 

Full name  

Robert Keir Humphries, Eco Logical Australia Pty Ltd 

 

 

Full name 

Mark Iain Anderson, Lendlease Communities (Mt Gilead) Pty Ltd 

Report Version: Eco Logical Australia 2023. Koala Management Plan – Revision 1. Prepared for 

Lendlease Communities (Mt Gilead) Pty Ltd.  Version 6, dated 28/04/2023. 

  

Anderson, Mark
New Stamp_1



Mount Gilead Residential Development Koala Management Plan | Lendlease Communities (Mt Gilead) Pty Ltd 

© ECO LOGICAL AUSTRALIA PTY LTD 2 

1. Introduction 

Eco Logical Australia (ELA) has been commissioned by Lendlease Communities (Mount Gilead) Pty Ltd 

(Lendlease) to prepare an update to the Koala Management Plan (KMP) for the Mount Gilead Residential 

Development at Gilead, NSW, hereafter called ‘the development’.   

The Mount Gilead development is located within the Campbelltown City Council (CCC) Local 

Government Area (LGA) approximately 5 km south of Campbelltown City centre on the following lots, 

Lots 2, 3, 4 and 5 DP 1240836, Lots 10, 11 and 12 DP 1261146 and Part Lot 2 DP1218887 (formally Lot 

61 DP 752042, and Lots 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 DP 1240836). 

1.1 Planning and approval background 

In 2015, Lendlease proposed a residential development of approximately 1,700 lots at Gilead (Figure 1). 

The proposal (EPBC 2015/7599) was referred to the Department of the Environment and Energy (DotEE) 

in October 2015 and was determined to be a Controlled Action in relation to Matters of National 

Environmental Significance, (MNES) including for impacts to the vulnerable Koala and its habitat. 

Accordingly, a Preliminary Documentation Environmental Assessment Report was submitted and was 

placed on public exhibition between 20 December 2017 and 2 February 2018.  Following updates to the 

report to reflect responses to public submissions in August 2018, DotEE granted approval on 21 

December 2018 (Appendix A) with Conditions of Approval 5 and 7 relating to the Koala, specifically.  

A KMP was prepared and submitted for review to DotEE on 9 July 2019. The KMP was approved by the 

then DotEE on 12/12/2019 (Appendix B).  

The KMP has been revised to include additional mitigation measures proposed to be implemented in 

addition to the mitigation measure contained in the original KMP. 

Table 1: Conditions of the EPBC 2015/7599 approval 

Condition Condition Requirement Where addressed in this KMP? 

5 To compensate for impacts on Koala, the 

approval holder must acquire and retire no less 

than 150 Biodiversity credits for the Koala from 

the Appin West Offset Area (Biobank site ID 215) 

prior to the commencement of the action. 

 

Lendlease has acquired 150 Koala credits from the Appin 

West Biobank site (BB ID 215) in the Appin West Offset 

Area. These credits equate to the permanent protection of 

21.13 ha of Koala habitat representing the Campbelltown-

Wollondilly Koala population. 

 

These credits were retired on 15 October 2019 and the 

DoTEE were notified on 30 October 2019 (Appendix C).  

 

In addition to these credit retirements, Lendlease has 

retired an additional 284 Koala credits from two biobank 

sites that have been registered within the development 

study area (equivalent to 22.25 ha of Koala habitat) and 

151 credits (equivalent to 21.27 ha of Koala habitat) from 

the Noorumba Reserve Biobank site which is adjacent to 

the action area (Appendix C).  
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Condition Condition Requirement Where addressed in this KMP? 

The credits retired from these biobank sites will 

permanently protect and manage 64.65 ha of Koala 

habitat. 

7 Prior to the commencement of the action, the 

approval holder must prepare and implement a 

KMP for the proposed ‘action area’.  

A draft of this report was submitted to the DoTEE for 

review on 9 July 2019.   

7 The KMP must include provisions for the 

approval holder to contribute at least $50,000 

each year for 5 years to fund activities outlined in 

the plan. 

Table 4 

 

1.2 Objectives of the KMP 

A KMP was prepared in November 2019 to meet the requirements of Condition 7 of the Environment 

Protection and Biodiversity Conservation (EPBC) Act approval EPBC 2015/7599 (see Appendix A). That 

KMP was approved by the then DotEE (now Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment 

and Water (DCECEEW)) on 12 December 2019 (Appendix B). 

The purpose of this revised KMP is to: 

• include additional mitigation measures proposed to be implemented in addition to the mitigation 

measure contained in the original KMP. 
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1.3 Application 

The Mount Gilead ‘Study Area’ (Figure 1) consists of: 

 

• Conservation Areas (two registered and one proposed Biobank sites) 

• Retained Land (Rural Land and Open Space) 

• The Development Area. 

 

This KMP applies to the construction and operation of the development within the areas marked as 

‘Development Area’ in Figure 1.  

1.4 Outline of the KMP 

This KMP sets out: 

• A description of the action area; 

• a summary of research on the Koala in relation to the action area; 

• potential impacts of the development on the Koala; 

• Koala management actions during the following phases of the development: 

o Design; 

o Construction; and 

o Operation 

• training, education and awareness; 

• hold points; 

• monitoring. 
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2. Development area description 

The development area (Figure 1) covers a total area of approximately 210 hectares of zoned urban 

development located within a semi-urban area. The site has historically been used for agricultural 

purposes and contains cleared paddocks with improved pastures. Pockets of residual vegetation are 

located along drainage lines and steeper slopes. The site comprises remnant and degraded native 

vegetation and exotic pastures.  

 

The development area consists of residential development with approximately 1,700 lots. It also 

includes the development of: 

• Recreation and active Open Space areas, with some landscaping consistent with local native 

vegetation; 

• Services, including water, sewer and electricity infrastructure; 

• A street network of roads, access ways and parking; 

• Bushfire Asset Protection Zones (APZ);  

• Detention basins to capture and treat run-off water captured by road curbs and gutters; 

• Protection and maintenance of existing riparian corridors and rural areas.  

 

The construction phase commenced in 2019 and is forecast to be completed in 2026.  

 

Figure 2 shows the extent of koala habitat within the action area and which habitat areas have been 

approved for clearing and which comprise ‘retained’ habitat areas (rural land and Biobank sites or offset 

areas). 

  



Mount Gilead Residential Development Koala Management Plan | Lendlease Communities (Mt Gilead) Pty Ltd 

© ECO LOGICAL AUSTRALIA PTY LTD 6 

 

 

Figure 1: Approved Development are as per EPBC Act decision 2015/7599 dated 21 December 2018 
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Figure 2: Impacted and protected Koala habitat as per EPBC Act decision 2015/7599 dated 21 
December 2018 
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3. Koalas in the Study Area 

3.1 Distribution 

Numerous surveys and studies have been undertaken within and around the Study Area and Action Area 

which contain information relating to the Koala, including the: 

• Mt Gilead MDP Land Rezoning Ecological Assessment (ELA 2014);  

• Mt Gilead MDP land Biodiversity Certification Assessment Report and Biocertification Strategy (ELA 

2018a); 

• South Campbelltown Koala Habitat Connectivity Study (Biolink 2018a); 

• The revised Comprehensive Koala Plan of Management (CKPoM) for the Campbelltown LGA (Biolink 

2018b).  

• Office of the NSW Chief Scientist & Engineer advice on koala protection (2019, 2021a & 2021b); and 

• Annual Mt Gilead Koala population studies 2021 and 2022 (Wild Conservation). 

 

The Campbelltown City Council (CCC) area is currently estimated to have a widely dispersed koala 

population of around 400 animals (Biolink 2018b).  

Koalas have been recorded within remnant patches of intact bushland adjacent to the study area 

(Noorumba Reserve, Beulah Biobank site and Browns Bush (Wild Conservation 2021 and 2022) and along 

the Woodhouse Creek corridor to the west of the study (Biolink 2018a), and it is likely that individual 

animals will use remnant paddock trees within the action area for time to time (Figure 3).  In addition, 

there are several road kill records along Appin Road adjacent to the study area where Koalas are likely 

using habitat resources on both the eastern and western sides of Appin Road. These studies provide a 

consistent record of Koala from the broader locality over the past 20 years and activity within the action 

area. 

In 2021 the Office of the NSW Chief Scientist & Engineer provided 4 overarching recommendations to 

ensure the adequacy of koala protection measures for the Campbelltown Koala population. These 

measures were: 

• increasing and improving existing habitat by, for example, establishing the Georges River Koala 

Reserve; 

• improving connectivity by constructing koala movement crossings and protecting koalas from urban 

threats with exclusion fencing; 

• active monitoring and using adaptive management for koalas; and 

• adopting good practices for disease prevention including vaccinations. 

3.2 Habitat 

The most important habitat factor influencing Koala occurrence is the suite of food tree species 

available. In any one area, the Koala relies primarily on regionally specific primary and/or secondary 

food tree species. If primary food tree species are not present or occur in low density, Koalas will rely 

on secondary food tree species, but the carrying capacity of the habitat (i.e. number of animals per 

hectare) is inevitably lower (DECC 2008).    
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The Campbelltown Comprehensive Koala Plan of Management (Biolink 2018b) lists eight primary; 

secondary and supplementary preferred food tree species in the Campbelltown LGA (Table 2), four of 

which have been recorded in the Study Area. 

The Study Area contains remnant Cumberland Plain Woodland (CPW) and Shale Sandstone Transition 

Forest (SSTF) (Figure 4).  These vegetation communities provide habitat for Koala, including Koala Food 

Trees. The majority of the intact areas of these communities in the Study Area are protected within 

registered biobank sites (the Mt Gilead-Noorumba, Macarthur-Onslow and Hillsborough Biobank sites 

as shown in Figure 2. 

Table 2: Koala Food Trees in the CCC LGA (Source Biolink 2018b) 

Species marked with * have been recorded in the study area. 

Species Name  

Primary Food Tree  

Eucalyptus tereticornis* Forest Red Gum 

Eucalyptus viminalis Ribbon Gum 

Secondary Food Tree  

Eucalyptus longifolia Wollybutt 

Eucalyptus moluccana* Grey Box 

Eucalyptus punctata* Grey Gum 

Supplementary Food Tree  

Eucalyptus agglomerata Blue-leaved Stringybark 

Eucalyptus consideniana Yertchuk 

Eucalyptus globoidea* White Stringybark 
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Figure 3: Koala habitat, Koala records and likely movement corridors in the action area and wider area 
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Figure 4: Vegetation Communities (Koala habitat) within the study area to be impacted or retained 
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4. Listing Status and Conservation Priorities 

The Koala was listed as a vulnerable species in NSW under the now repealed Threatened Species 
Conservation Act in 1996 and a Recovery Plan was approved in 2008 (DECC 2008). The NSW, ACT and 
Queensland combined populations of the Koala were also listed as a vulnerable species under the EPBC 
Act in 2011 and a National Koala Conservation and Management Strategy was released in 2009 (DEWHA 
2009).  
 
Following the impacts of prolonged drought, followed by the black summer bushfires in 2019/2020, and 
the cumulative impacts of disease, urbanisation and habitat loss over the past twenty years, the QLD, 
NSW and ACT Koala combined population up-graded to endangered under the EPBC Act in February 
2022 and endangered in NSW under the BC Act in May 2022.  A National Koala Recovery Plan was also 
adopted in March 2022 (DAWE 2022b). 
 
The EPBC Act 2022 Conservation Advice for Koala (DAWE 2022a) outlines 8 threats to koalas in two 

categories:-  

• Threats as Climate Change driven processes 

• Drivers or disease and health. 

 

The purpose of the National Koala Recovery Plan is to provide for the research and management actions 

necessary to stop the decline of, and support the recovery of, the listed Koala so that the chances of its 

long-term survival in nature are maximised. It is the road map to recovery. 

 

The Recovery Plan outlines three objectives:- 

 

Objective 1  

• The area of occupancy and estimated size of populations that are declining, suspected to be 

declining, or predicted to decline are instead stabilised then increased.  

• The area of occupancy and estimated size of populations that are suspected and predicted to be 

stable are maintained or increased.  

Objective 2 

• Metapopulation processes are maintained or improved.  

 

Objective 3 

• Partners, communities and individuals have a greater role and capability in listed Koala monitoring, 

conservation and management. 
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5. Threats to Koala 

DAWE 2022a identifies a series of threats to the Koala in Queensland, NSW and the Act whilst the Office 

of NSW Chief Scientist & Engineer (OCSE) identifies a number of threats to Koala’s in the Campbelltown 

area (OCSE 2020 and 2021a and b).  

In 2019, the OCSE was asked to provide independent expert advice on protecting the Campbelltown 

koala population. 

In August 2020, the OCSE published a report titled Advice on the protection of the Campbelltown Koala 

population – Koala Independent Expert Panel. 

The report provides 4 overarching recommendations to ensure the adequacy of koala protection 

measures. These measures include: 

• increasing and improving existing habitat by, for example, establishing the Georges River Koala 

Reserve 

• improving connectivity by constructing koala movement crossings and protecting koalas from urban 

threats with exclusion fencing  

• active monitoring and using adaptive management for koalas 

• adopting good practices for disease prevention including vaccinations. 

 

 

 

Threats relevant to this development are: 

• loss, modification and fragmentation of habitat 

• traffic injury/ death 

• predation by dogs 
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• pathogens and disease 

• other threats to habitat (Bell Miner dieback) 

5.1 Loss, modification and fragmentation of habitat 

Land clearing has been a significant cause of direct Koala mortality and for limiting the movement of 

Koala within a sub-population. This effect is exacerbated in urban environments where the surrounding 

matrix is relative hostile with higher densities of roads and dogs exacerbating this effect. 

Small, fragmented or highly disturbed habitats are less likely to be able to support a Koala population in 

the long term due to edge effects, limited resource availability and increased predation. Although Koala 

do utilise scattered trees in largely cleared environments, travelling across open ground leaves them 

more vulnerable to threats such as predation. Vegetated links are important to support continued Koala 

movement; where dispersal and recruitment are impeded by barriers such as large areas of open ground 

and roads, populations would be expected to decline (DECC 2008).  

5.2 Traffic injury/ death 

Road-kill is a risk to Koalas at any location where a resident koala population and/or regularly used koala 

movement path is dissected by roads and traffic (DAWE 2022a). There are several records of Koala road 

kill adjacent to the study area along Appin Road, where Koalas are likely using habitat resources on both 

the eastern and western sides of Appin Road. 

Risks of koala road kill increases where : 

• Road speed limits exceed 60 km/hour;   

• Traffic volume is high; 

• There is low visibility of road edges (such as due to vegetation or lack of lighting); and  

• The koala breeding season is on (mid-August through to mid-summer).  

 

In addition to direct impacts (i.e. koala death on roads), the construction of roads through koala habitat 

can also disrupt breeding and social interactions and isolates populations, reducing dispersal and 

immigration opportunities. 

5.3 Attacks by feral and domestic dogs 

Dog attacks are a threat to Koalas that are closely associated with urban expansion, with exposure to 

the threat increasing as land adjacent to Koala habitat is developed and occupied (DAWE 2022a). 

Additionally, attacks by dogs are likely to be more common during the koala breeding season as this is 

when koalas are more active and more likely to be moving through cleared areas. 

5.4 Disease 

Koala populations in NSW carry the pathogen Chlamydia.  Campbelltown is noted as having one of the 

last disease-free koala populations in the Sydney Region (Biolink, 2018b).  However, Koalas are more 

likely to develop chlamydiosis infection when exposed to environmental stresses such as loss of habitat, 

harassment by predators, nutritional stress or overcrowding (DAWE 2022a).  
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5.5 Other threats to Koala habitat such as Bell Miner associated dieback  

Bell Miner associated dieback (BMAD) is listed as a key threatening process under the NSW Biodiversity 

Conservation Act 2016 and is known to directly impact vegetation communities and habitat for 

threatened fauna, including Koala (OEH 2018). 

BMAD is a process whereby dense Bell Miner colonies (a native honeyeater) facilitate sustained psyllid 

infestations that lead to dieback. It is thought that habitat degradation that leads to increases in 

understory density, often via woody weed invasion, are heavily implicated in the process (Silver and 

Carnegie 2017).  

BMAD has been observed in the Noorumba Reserve adjacent to the action area. 
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6. Koala management actions  

This Koala PoM was prepared to provide detailed operational guidance for the implementation of the 

environmental management actions outlined in the EPBC Preliminary Documentation Assessment 

Report for the action area (ELA 2018) and includes mitigation measures and recommendations included 

in the CCC CKPoM (Biolink 2018b), Biolink 2018c, and the NSW and National Koala Recovery Plans and 

Management Strategies (DECC 2008, NSW Government 2018, DAWE 2022b) and the commitments in 

the Review of Environmental Factors for the Appin Road Upgrade (RMS 2018, 2019, EMM 2022). 

Additionally, it details on-going actions detailed in the management plans for the three Biobank sites in 

the study area.  

Following the up-grading of koalas to endangered and updates to the policy positions of the NSW 

Government following the publication of the findings of the NSW CS&E, this Koala PoM has been 

updated to provide additional conservation outcomes.  

Koala management actions are detailed below, and include actions for the design, construction and 

operation phases where relevant.  

6.1 Minimise impact on koala habitat 

6.1.1 Design  

Measures to avoid and/or reduce impacts to biodiversity values have been included during the design 

stages of the project, including: 

• Identification and avoidance of high or higher conservation value areas during the rezoning process 

(2013-2017); 

• the creation of a biodiversity overlay at rezoning to ensure that these areas were appropriately 

considered in subsequent development application stages; 

• Permanent protection and management of these areas for conservation through registration as 

Biobank Sites. 

• Design of subdivision layout, including perimeter roads, Asset Protection Zones and buffer zones to 

reduce impacts to and protect offset areas; 

As a result of the avoidance and impact minimisation measures incorporated into the planning of the 

action, the final area of direct impact to Koala habitat is 10.85 ha, mainly loss of individual scattered 

paddock trees across the development area (ELA 2018b).  

Additional measures forming part of the revised koala Plan of management. 

• Increased conservation lands (10.35 ha) along Menangle Creek (NSW CS&E – Corridor A) shown in 

Figure 5; 

• Inclusion of Koala exclusion fencing between the urban development and on-site offset areas as 

shown in Figure 5;  

• Inclusion of two fauna underpass at Glen Lorne / Noorumba Reserve and Browns Bush / Beulah 

Biobank site as shown in Figure 5 and Figures 6 and 7; and 

• Use of drone techniques to assist in pre-clearance surveys and post construction monitoring of the 

local Koala population.  
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Figure 5: Increased conservation lands along Menangle Creek (NSW CS&E – Corridor A) 
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Figure 6: Glen Lorne / Beulah fauna underpass and Koala exclusion fencing 
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Figure 7: Browns Bush / Beulah fauna underpass and Koala exclusion fencing 
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6.1.2 Pre-Construction Phase 

All Project personnel and contractors will undergo environmental induction training before commencing 

work on site (Refer to the Mount Gilead Residential Development Construction Environmental 

Management Plan, ELA 2019b). Information to be addressed during this training will include: - 

• Koala identification and location of habitat areas within the action area 

• Procedures to be followed in the event that Koalas are found injured in the proximity of works areas. 

6.1.3 Construction Phase 

The following mitigation measures will be implemented during construction of the development: 

• Commitment to prepare and implement a Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP 

approved in 2020, ELA 2020); 

• Appointment of a Project Ecologist for the duration of clearing works to ensure conditions relating 

to biodiversity management of the site are fully implemented and complied with; 

• Temporary and permanent protective fencing to be erected around all areas identified for 

conservation within the development area, including within Open Space areas and Biobank Sites 

prior to clearing activities commencing to minimise any inadvertent damage. Construction Phase 

protective fencing details are shown in the approved CEMP (ELA 2019b). 

• Permanent Koala exclusion fencing is shown in Figure 5 and at Appendix D.   

• Any trees identified as “to be retained” following the project ecologist’s pre-clearing review, shall 

be included on an environmental control map and clearly marked with an easily visible and 

removable means of identification. 

• A Koala Tree Felling Protocol (Appendix E) will be implemented to avoid any direct impacts to Koala 

that may be utilising trees to be cleared. 

 

Measure undertaken: 

• The CEMP was prepared and endorsed by Environmental Approvals Division in 12/12/2019. 

• The Project Ecologist was appointed in 2021. The project ecologist has been present during all 

tree removal works.  

• Temporary fencing installed to all conservation areas (2015 - 2022) 

 

Additional measures forming part of the revised koala Plan of management: 

• Use of drone technology during pre-clearance surveys to determine if any fauna is present. (Refer 

Appendix E) 

6.1.4 Operational Phase 

6.1.4.1 Landscaping in Open space/recreation areas 

Landscaping and revegetation within the Open Space/Recreation areas will include tree species which 

are part of the Endangered Ecological Communities recorded within the study area (Cumberland Plain 

Woodlands; Shale Sandstone Transition Forest and River-flat Eucalypt Forest) and which have been 

identified as primary or secondary Koala Tree Feed Species in the NSW Koala Recovery Plan (DECC 2008) 
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and CCC CKPoM (Biolink 2018).  Trees that will be used in landscape areas and that will supplement 

protected CPW and SSTF vegetation in offset areas are listed in Table 3. 

Table 3: Koala Food Trees to be used in landscaping consistent with Cumberland Plain Woodland and 
Shale Sandstone Transition Forest characteristic species present in the study area 

Species Name  

Primary Food Tree  

Eucalyptus tereticornis Forest Red Gum 

Secondary Food Tree  

Eucalyptus moluccana Grey Box 

Eucalyptus punctata Grey Gum 

Supplementary Food Tree  

Eucalyptus globoidea White Stringybark 

 

6.1.4.2 Management of Koala habitat in Biobank sites 

Koala habitat within the Biobank sites will be managed in accordance with the approved Biobank 

Agreement Management Plans (refer to Appendices D, E & F in the approved Mount Gilead Residential 

Development Construction Environmental Management Plan – ELA 2019b). 

This includes revegetation and supplementary planting of preferred Koala browse species in cleared 

areas, feral animal and weed control and access restrictions.  Each biobank site is subject to annual 

reporting and audit and compliance requirements of OEH and the NSW Biodiversity Conservation Trust.  

Additional measures forming part of the revised koala Plan of management: 

Annual drone based koala monitoring across the action area, on-site offset areas and surrounding 
conservation areas as surveys by Wild Conservation 2022 to determine and track the local koala 

population use of the conservation areas and number of animals until the ‘completion of the action’. 
 

• Drone survey protocols will follow the method described in (Beranek et al. 2020) and previous 

surveys undertaken by Wildlife Conservation in 2021 and 2022 (Wild Conservation 2021, 2022 - 

Appendix F). 
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6.2 Predation by dogs 

6.2.1 Design 

Increased koala injuries and fatalities from attacks by dogs are likely to occur with the increased 

proximity to urban areas. Design measures to mitigate predation by dogs included in the development 

include:  

• Dog proof fencing will be a design requirement for each residential lot in accordance with the Gilead 

Home Design Guidelines (Lendlease 2019) and Campbelltown Council requirements – Appendix G. 

• Enforced prohibition of dogs within Biobank areas. 

• Designated dog-proof fenced areas within open space / recreation areas where dogs will be 

permitted to be off leash. 

• Public Open space areas and Biobanks will have fencing and site specific signage designed to outline 

prohibited activities and penalties which will apply. Example of typical Council Reserve fencing and 

signage is shown in Appendix H with Koala exclusion fencing and double gates to be erected around 

identified Koala corridors  as indicated in Figure 5 and Appendix H. 

 

Additional measures forming part of the revised koala Plan of management: 

• Koala exclusion fencing to all Koala corridors. 

6.2.2 Operational Phase 

• In public open spaces, all dogs will be required to be kept under control by their owners, in 

accordance with Local Government Act 1993, failure to comply may lead to a penalty exceeding 

$110. 

• Dogs will be prohibited from entry into the Biobank sites.  These areas will be actively managed and 

subject to enforcement powers under the Local Government Act failure to comply may lead to a 

penalty exceeding $110. 

• All public areas will be effectively signposted with signs which outline permitted and prohibited 

activities and outline penalties which will apply for non-compliance. Example of typical signage is 

shown in Appendix H. 

• Multi-lingual education programs, community information packages, community information 

seminars and community education events will be held for residents regarding the requirements for 

dogs within the development. The programs will highlight increased risk of dog attacks during koala 

breeding season (mid-August through to mid-summer). These programs will be held onsite regularly 

over a 5 year period by the Developer.    
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6.3 Traffic injuries or death within the action area 

6.3.1 Design 

Increased koala fatalities from vehicle strike are likely to occur within the action area as a result of 

around 5,000 new residents and associated vehicles as there will be a significant increase in traffic 

volume in the area from population increase. Traffic calming measures proposed in the development 

include:  

• Local roads will have speed limit restrictions of 50 km/h adjacent to open space areas 

• Perimeter roads and roads adjacent to Koala habitat areas will be signposted in accordance with 

Austroads, RMS technical guidelines, Campbelltown City Council Guidelines and Australian 

Standards. (Indicative signage is shown in Figure 8) 

• Traffic calming devices will be installed along perimeter roads adjacent to offset areas and Koala 

habitat  

• Vegetation adjacent to roads will be managed to increase visibility of fauna (Appendix D). 

 

Additional measures forming part of the revised koala Plan of management: 

• Koala exclusion fencing around boundaries of all identified Koala corridors as shown in Figure 5. 

• Two fauna underpasses to Appin Road specifically designed for koala (Figures 6 and 7), and 

• Additional koala exclusion fencing on the western side of Appin Road as shown in Figure 5. 

 

6.3.2 Construction 

Traffic management measures to be implemented during construction, include: 

• Construction traffic to utilise clearly defined access and egress points to and from the development 

site that avoid retained Koala habitat areas. 

• Construction traffic within the development site to keep to designated routes where possible. 

• Parking and equipment and material laydown areas to be positioned away from conservation areas. 

• Construction traffic is to adhere to construction zone speed limits of 20 km/h across the site. 

• Exclusion fencing will be installed prior to site works commencing to delineate the limit of areas 

impacted by the works and accessible by construction traffic. 

6.3.3 Operational Phase 

Management strategies presented below aim to increase the application of a precautionary approach 

to reducing the potential for Koala road strike and to increase driver and community awareness: 

• ‘Koala Warning Signs’ dispersed throughout the Mount Gilead road network (example signage 

shown in Figure 8). 

• Roadside vegetation adjacent to conservation areas (1-2m) will be managed to minimise the height 

of ground cover and therefore increase the visibility of any roadside fauna. Turfed areas will be 

mown, low ground covers will be trimmed mechanically (example shown in Figure 8). 
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Images courtesy Campbelltown City Council Koala Management Plan 2018 

Example management of roadside verges to increase visibility of fauna on roadsides 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 8: Indicative Koala Warning Signs to be erected on major urban streets adjacent to Koala habitat 

areas  

Additional measures forming part of the revised koala Plan of management: 

• Fauna underpass monitoring program to measure the effectiveness of fauna crossing structures 

(RMS Appin Road Fauna Underpass monitoring requirements - Appendix I). 
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6.4 Diseases and pathogens 

6.4.1 Design, Construction and Operation: 

As Koalas are more likely to develop chlamydiosis infection when exposed to environmental stresses 

such as loss of habitat and harassment by predators, mitigation measures described in section 5.1 and 

section 5.2 will also minimise the risk of chlamydiosis infection by minimising stress to animals through 

the design, construction and operational phases of the development.  

6.4.2 Construction and Operation 

Pathogens such as myrtle rust and Phytophthora root rot can be spread if carried on infected plant 

material, contaminated equipment, vehicles and clothing. The following hygiene measures will be put 

in place to limit the risk of introduction and spread of pathogens during construction of the 

development, and as part of the management and operation of the Biobank sites:  

• all vehicles, machinery, maintenance equipment, tyres and work boots should be free of mud, soil 

and vegetation prior to entering and leaving the construction site (as outlined in the Mt Gilead CEMP 

(ELA 2019b)) 

• Follow the Arrive Clean, Leave Clean: Guidelines (Commonwealth of Australia 2015).. 

6.5 Bell Miner die back 

6.5.1 Operational Phase 

Biobank sites will be managed to maintain an open grassy woodland environment consistent with the 

typical form of Cumberland Plain Woodland and Shale Sandstone Transition Forest. This will include the 

active management of dense wood weed understory (Blackberry and Lantana) to reduce nesting 

opportunities for Bell Miner.  

6.6 Education and awareness  
Education has a key role to play towards ensuring the long-term survival of the Koala in the action area, 

and the following educational measures will be implemented for the development:  

6.6.1 Design Phase 

• Permanent signage will be installed adjacent to pathways and entry roads to the site, to raise 

awareness of the potential presence of koalas within and adjacent to the site. 

6.6.2 Construction Phase 

• All personnel, including sub-contractors, are required to attend a compulsory site induction. This 

will include a section on key environmental sensitivities, including the identification and potential 

presence of Koalas.  

• Targeted environmental awareness training will be provided to individuals or groups of workers with 

a specific authority or responsibility for environmental management or those undertaking an activity 

with a high risk of environmental impacts, including vegetation clearing controls. 

• Toolbox talks will be used to raise awareness and educate personnel on construction related 

environmental issues, and to ensure environmental awareness continues during construction.  

Toolbox talks will be tailored to specific environmental issues including:  
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o biodiversity values and conservation areas 

o Koala management  

o emergency and spill response 

• The daily pre-start meeting will be conducted for the site workforce before the commencement of 

work each day (or shift) or where changes occur during a shift. The environmental component of 

pre-starts will include any environmental issues that could potentially be impacted by, or impact on, 

the day’s activities, including vegetation clearing.  

6.6.3 Operational Phase 

Education programs are the principal means by which the community can gain a full appreciation of 

relevant issues and the actions which they can undertake to aid koala conservation within the action 

area.  

A local resident education and awareness campaign will be carried out which will include information 

on: 

• Potential Koala habitat and Koala presence within the Gilead community  

• the need to drive with caution throughout the Mt Gilead community (refer to road signage and 

traffic calming devices in Section 5.3) 

• process of managing injured Koalas, including contact details for WIRES; 

• best practices for dog owners, including: 

o raising awareness of the impact of dogs on Koalas; 

o increased risk of dog attacks during koala breeding season (mid-August through to mid-

summer); 

o use of on-leash and off-leash areas;  

o encouraging dog owners to restrain or confine their dog and notify WIRES if a Koala is found 

within their property. 

• Opportunities to participate in Koala habitat restoration/tree planting days in Biobank sites and 

open space areas (Figure 9)  

 

Education and awareness campaigns should recur during the koala breeding season (August to 

February), when koalas are more likely to be moving about and come into contact with the community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 9: Potential Community Involvement activities involving Koala habitat restoration (Image 
courtesy CCC)  
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7. Funding 

Condition 7 requires that this KMP must include provisions for the approval holder to contribute at least 

$50,000 each year for 5 years to fund Koala management activities in the proposed ‘action’ area (Urban 

Area, Detention Basin, Open Space Landscape areas & Open Space areas) as shown in Figure 1. 

Estimates of the cost to implement the management actions outlined in Section 5 within the action area 

are provided in Table 4.  Total estimate of Koala management costs within the action area for 5 years is 

$4,911,986 representing an average funding of $982,397 each year. 

Table 4: Estimate of Koala management costs – Action Area 

Action Area 
2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 2024/25 2025/26 

Total 
Actual Actual Forecast Forecast Forecast Forecast 

Contractor 
Awareness Training 

 $ 2,500   $5,000   $1,500   $1,500   $1,500   $1,500   $13,500  

Fencing of 
construction areas 
(fauna)  

   $102,498   $30,000   $10,000     $142,498  

Landscape Planting 
in open space 
areas 

              

Community 
Education/ 
Involvement 
Programs 

     $10,000   $10,000   $10,000   $10,000   $40,000  

 Sub Total   $2,500   $107,498   $41,500   $21,500   $11,500   $11,500   $195,998  

                

Additional 
Management 
Actions (Action 
Area) 

2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 2024/25 2025/26 

Total 
Actual Actual Forecast Forecast Forecast Forecast 

Koala Monitoring  $68,720   $50,461   $50,000   $50,000   $50,000   $50,000   $319,181  

Koala underpasses 
to Appin Road 

    $4,000,000         4,000,000  

Additional koala 
protection fencing 
to conservation 
areas 

    $109,000     $63,700   $97,600   $270,300  

Additional fencing 
(Appin Road) 
within Action Area 

              

Bushland 
regeneration 
(Koala Habitat) 

       $214,205   $71,402   $71,402   $357,009  

 Sub Total   $68,720   $50,461   4,159,000   $264,205   $185,102   $219,002   4,946,490  

          
Total Management 
Action Costs 
(Action Area)  $71,220   $157,959  

 
$4,200,500   $285,705   $196,602   $230,502  

 
$5,142,488  
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Estimates of the cost to implement the management actions outlined in Section 5 within the 

conservation area are provided in Table 5. Total estimate of Koala management costs in the 

conservation area for 5 years is $880,818, representing an average funding of $176,164 each year. 

Table 5: Estimate of Koala management costs – Conservation Areas 

Conservation Area 
2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 2024/25 2025/26 

Total 
Actual Actual Forecast Forecast Forecast Forecast 

Active management 
of dense wood weed 
understory/Bell 
Miner dieback 
control 

    $17,000  $2,000  $2,000  $2,000   $23,000  

Management of 
Koala habitat in 
Biobank sites 
(Amounts from 
registered Biobank 
Agreements 
Management Plans) 

$244,162  $129,735  $192,115  $147,881  $135,925  $78,665   $928,483  

 Sub Total  $244,162  $129,735  $209,115  $149,881  $137,925  $80,665  $951,483  

                

                

Additional 
conservation 
Measures  
(Conservation Area) 

2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 2024/25 2025/26 

Total 
Actual Actual Forecast Forecast Forecast Forecast 

Koala monitoring          $10,000  $10,000  $20,000  

               

               

 Sub Total      $10,000  $10,000  $20,000  

                
Total Management 
Action Costs 
(Conservation Area) $244,162  $129,735  $209,115  $149,881  

 
$147,925  $90,665  $971,483  

                
Total Management 
Action Costs within 
Revised Plan $315,382  $287,694  

 
$4,409,615  $435,586  

 
$344,527  $321,167  

 
$6,113,971  
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8. Responsibility  

Responsibility for the implementation of the management actions during design, construction and 

operational phases that are described in section 5 are shown in Table 6.   

Operational actions relating to the Biobank Sites will be undertaken by Mount Gilead Pty Ltd until 2025; 

thereafter by CCC.  

Table 6: Environmental management roles and responsibilities 

Role Responsibilities 

Project Manager • Ensure all works comply with relevant regulatory and Project requirements 

• Ensure the requirements of this KMP are fully implemented 

• Ensure all personnel and contractors have completed a site induction and 

orientation  

• Provide adequate resources (personnel, financial and technological) to ensure 

effective development, implementation and maintenance of this KMP  

• Ensure that all personnel receive appropriate induction training 

• Stop work immediately where there is an actual or potential risk of harm to Koalas. 

Construction Manager • Plan construction works in a manner that avoids or minimises impact to Koalas  

• Ensure the requirements of this KMP are fully implemented  

• Ensure construction personnel manage construction works in accordance with 

statutory and approval requirements  

• Ensure Koala management and protection measures are implemented 

• Ensure all Project personnel attend an induction prior to commencing works 

• Liaise with government authorities as required, 

• Stop work immediately where there is an actual or potential risk of harm to Koalas 

Environmental Manager • Conduct site environmental inspections  

• Investigate and review nonconformances and identify, implement and monitor 

corrective and preventative actions for nonconformances.  

• Prepare written Corrective Action Reports within 1 working day of the 

identification of a need for corrective actions to be taken (Appendix B);  

• Maintenance of training, nonconformance and complaints registers.  

• Undertake or coordinate environmental monitoring events. 

• Undertake scheduled and non-scheduled audits.  

Project ecologist • Manager Koalas during tree clearing in accordance with the Koala Tree Clearing 

Protocol (Appendix C) 

• Possess suitable fauna licences and permits 

• Provide Koala tree clearing report 
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9. Implementation 

9.1 Hold points 

Key environmental hold points to be satisfied before works can progress to the next phase, is included 

in Table 7. 

Table 7: Hold points 

Hold point When 

Revised KMP endorsed by Minister Prior to commencement of works 

 

9.2 Monitoring  

Regular environmental inspections are to be undertaken of all work activities relevant to this KMP being 

carried out during the construction phase as outlined in the Mt Gilead CEMP. Inspections shall be carried 

out in conjunction with personnel responsible for a particular work area and shall include the following:  

General 

• Daily Inspections – site supervisory staff as part of their daily duties shall conduct daily inspections 

of the site (incl. all subcontractor activities), and issues noted in daily diaries if applicable, and  

• Regular Site Inspections – formal inspections recorded on the Environmental Site Inspection 

Checklists which shall include cover aspects which present significant risk to Koalas as described in 

this KMP. Corrective actions arising from inspection are to be managed and implemented within 

clearly defined timeframes. 

• Where a site condition does not comply, a Corrective Action Report (CAR) is to be completed and 

actioned within one working day of being raised.  

 

Koala monitoring 

• Pre-clearance surveys (Appendix E) 

• Action area and Koala corridor monitoring (Appendix F) 

• Fauna underpass monitoring (Appendix I). 

  



Mount Gilead Residential Development Koala Management Plan | Lendlease Communities (Mt Gilead) Pty Ltd 

© ECO LOGICAL AUSTRALIA PTY LTD 31 

10. References 

Beranek, C.T., Roff, A., Denholm, B., Howell, L.G. & Witt, R.R. 2020. Trialing a real-time drone detection 

and validation protocol for the Koala (Phascolarctos cinereus). Australian Mammalogy 42. 

Biolink 2018a. South Campbelltown Koala Habitat Connectivity Study. Final report to Campbelltown City 

Council, updated April 2018. 

Biolink 2018b. Comprehensive Koala Plan on Management. Prepared by Biolink for Campbelltown City 

Council, September 2018a.  

Biolink Ecological Consultants 2018c. Koala Corridor Project. Campbelltown City Council & Wollondilly 

Local Government Areas : Greater Macarthur Growth Area. Report to the NSW Office of Environment 

and Heritage, October 2018. 

Commonwealth of Australia 2015. Arrive Clean, Leave Clean: Guidelines to help prevent the spread of 

invasive plant diseases and weeds threatening our native plants, animals and ecosystems. 

Commonwealth of Australia.  

Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment (DAWE) 2022a. Conservation advice for 

Phascolarctos cinereus (Koala) combined populations of Queensland, New South Wales and the 

Australian Capital Territory, Canberra 12 February 2022. 

Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment (DAWE) 2022b. National Recovery Plan for Koala 

Phascolarctos cinereus (combined populations of Queensland, New South Wales and the Australian 

Capital Territory), Canberra, March 2022. 

Department of Environment and Climate Change NSW 2008. Recovery plan for the koala (Phascolarctos 

cinereus). Department of Environment and Climate Change NSW, Sydney. 

Department of Primary Industry 2019. Myrtle rust in Australia. 

https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/biosecurity/plant/insect-pests-and-plant-diseases/myrtle-rust. 

Eco Logical Australia 2014. Mt Gilead Rezoning: Ecological Assessment. Report prepared for Mt Gilead 

Pty Ltd and S & A Dzwonnik. 

Eco Logical Australia 2017. Biobank Agreement Credit Assessment Report - Noorumba Reserve Biobank 

site. Report prepared for Campbelltown City Council, March 2017.  

Eco Logical Australia 2018a. Mt Gilead – Biodiversity Certification Assessment Report and 

Biocertification Strategy, Final Report to Minister, July 2018. 

Eco Logical Australia 2018b. Mt Gilead Residential Development– EPBC Preliminary Documentation 

Assessment Report (EPBC 2015/7599) Final Proposed Action. Report prepared for Lendlease 

Communities (Mt Gilead) Pty Ltd, 27 August 2018. 

Eco Logical Australia 2018c. Biobank Agreement Credit Assessment Report – Macarthur-Onslow Mt 

Gilead Biobank Site. Report prepared for Mt Gilead Pty Ltd, April 2018.  

https://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/biosecurity/plant/insect-pests-and-plant-diseases/myrtle-rust


Mount Gilead Residential Development Koala Management Plan | Lendlease Communities (Mt Gilead) Pty Ltd 

© ECO LOGICAL AUSTRALIA PTY LTD 32 

Eco Logical Australia 2018d. Biobank Agreement Credit Assessment Report – Noorumba-Mt Gilead- 

Biobank Site. Report prepared for Mt Gilead Pty Ltd, April 2018. 

Eco Logical Australia 2019a. Biobank Agreement Credit Assessment Report – Hillsborough Biobank Site. 

Report prepared for Lendlease Communities (Mt Gilead No. 3) Pty Ltd, March 2019. 

Eco Logical Australia 2019b. Mount Gilead Construction Environmental Management Plan. Report 

prepared for Lendlease Communities (Mt Gilead) Pty Ltd, June 2019. 

Lendlease 2019. Figtree Hill Home Design Guidelines, May 2019 Draft. 

NSW Chief Scientist & Engineer 2020. Advice on the protection of the Campbelltown Koala population. 

Koala Independent Expert Panel. Office of the Chief Scientist & Engineer, 30 April 2020. 

NSW Chief Scientist & Engineer 2021a. Response to question about advice provided in the Koala 

Independent Expert Panel Report ‘Advice on the protection of the Campbelltown Koala Population. 

Office of the Chief Scientist & Engineer, February 2021. 

NSW Chief Scientist & Engineer 2021b. Advice regarding the protection of koala populations associated 

with the Cumberland Plain Conservation Plan. Office of the Chief Scientist & Engineer, May 2021 

OEH 2016. Forest eucalypt dieback associated with over abundant psyllids and Bell Miners – Key 

threatening process listing URL http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/determintaions/bellminerfd.htm.  

OEH 2018. Threatened species profile database, Phascolarctos cinereus (Koala).  

OEH 2018. A review of Koala tree use across New South Wales. Report prepared by State of NSW and 

Office of Environment and Heritage. 

RMS 2018. Appin Road Upgrade, Mt Gilead to Ambervale: Review of Environmental Factors, Roads and 

Maritime Services, November 2018. 

RMS 2019. Appin Road Upgrade, Mt Gilead to Ambarvale: Submissions Report, Roads and Maritime 

Services, March 2019. 

Sharp, A., Phillips, S. 1997. Koalas, Science and Conservation. In: Saving Our Natural Heritage – The Role 

of Science in Managing Australia’s Ecosystems. Halstead Press, Sydney. 

Silver, MJ and Carnegie, AJ 2017 An independent review of bell miner associated dieback. Final report 

prepared for the project Steering Committee: systematic review of bell miner associated dieback. 

Wild Conservation 2021. Wildlife Drone Surveys at Fig Tree Hill – Ecological Report. Report prepared for 

Lendlease Pty Ltd by Wild Conservation, 23 August 2021. 

Wild Conservation 2022. Wildlife Drone Surveys at Fig Tree Hill – Ecological Report. Report prepared for 

Lendlease Pty Ltd by Wild Conservation, 28 August 2022. 

  

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/determintaions/bellminerfd.htm


Mount Gilead Residential Development Koala Management Plan | Lendlease Communities (Mt Gilead) Pty Ltd 

© ECO LOGICAL AUSTRALIA PTY LTD 33 

Appendix A Final decision notice for EPBC 2015/7599 and conditions of 

Approval 

Provided as a separate Pdf document. 

Appendix B DotEE Approval of Koala Management Plan December 2019 

Provided as a separate Pdf document. 
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Appendix C Evidence of retirement of Koala Credits 

Copy of advice provided to DoTEE on 31 October 2019. 

From: Anderson, Mark (Australia) <Mark.Anderson@lendlease.com>  

Sent: Thursday, 31 October 2019 1:31 PM 

To: Tony Dowd <Tony.Dowd@environment.gov.au> 

Cc: Humphries, Robert <RobertH@ecoaus.com.au> 

Subject: FW: Confirmation of the securing of the compensation measures for EPBC 2015/7599 Conditions 5  

Tony, 

This email serves as notice and evidence the necessary offsets for EPBC 2015/7599 Conditions 5, required pursuant to Condition 6 of EPBC 2015/7599.  

Please find attached the credit retirement report (summary below) confirming the securing of the necessary compensation measures for EPBC 2015/7599 

Condition 5   

Regards, Mark Anderson , Senior Development Manager, Communities  

mark.anderson@lendlease.com | www.lendlease.com 

Credit Retirement Report: 2019-TR-479 (EPBC SUMMARY)     

Credit owner(s): Lend Lease Communities (Mt Gilead) Pty Ltd (Lend Lease)     

 Species credits       

 Agreement ID & NAME   Location Credit ID Scientific name Common 

name 

Credits 

retired 

Area Condition satisfied 

 215 Appin West   Offsite 459 Phascolarctos cinereus Koala 150 21.13 ha EPBC 2015/7599 - Condition 5 

 208 Macarthur-Onslow  On-site 442 Phascolarctos cinereus Koala 85 11.97 ha Not required for EPBC approval 

 209 Noorumba-Mt Gilead  On-site 909 Phascolarctos cinereus Koala 48 6.76 ha Not required for EPBC approval 

 239 Noorumba Reserve  Off-site 516 Phascolarctos cinereus Koala 151 21.27 ha Not required for EPBC approval 

 

mailto:mark.anderson@lendlease.com
http://www.lendlease.com/
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Appendix D Koala corridor and Biobank fencing examples 

Permanent Koala exclusion fencing around Koala corridors as shown in Figure 5 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Example Post and cable fencing around internal offset areas (Hillsborough Biobank site) 
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Appendix E Koala Tree Clearing Protocol 

This Protocol provides methodology for Koala tree pre-clearance and relocation for implementation 

during the removal of trees.    

Qualifications of ecologist 

A suitably qualified fauna ecologist with experience relating to arboreal fauna will be required to be on-

site to supervise the felling of all trees.  The ecologist will hold a scientific licence from NSW Office of 

Environment and Heritage (OEH) to conduct flora and fauna surveys.  This licence requires that all survey 

and incidental records are submitted to the OEH for inclusion in their databases (primarily the Atlas of 

NSW Wildlife).  

Fauna ecologist is to take all appropriate hygiene pre-cautions before handling any fauna to prevent 

spreading diseases. 

Pre-clearance survey 

Early in the morning of the day of the proposed clearing, trees to be cleared must be inspected by the 

fauna ecologist for the presence of Koalas. These inspection may use drones to assist identify fauna in 

tall and/or dense trees where visibility from the ground is obscured. The following scenarios must be 

followed: 

• Where Koalas are identified within a tree, tree clearing work will not proceed on that day, or until 

the Koala has voluntarily moved from the tree (typically, a Koala in this situation will vacate the tree 

on the same or following day 

• Active relocation (capture and relocation) of Koala is discouraged to avoid causing stress to Koala’s 

unless Koala’s are found within active works sites where there is a risk of harm or injury) 

• Where Koalas are not identified within the tree, the tree can be cleared using the below felling 

technique 

 

Felling technique 

The fauna qualified ecologist must be present on site while the vegetation is removed to provide advice 

to machine operators and rescue and relocate any fauna encountered and/or injured during tree felling 

and clearing in accordance with general injured wildlife and tree clearance protocol in the CEMP (ELA 

2019b).   

The fauna ecologist will need to work closely with the operators during the felling operations to make 

sure works are stopped if Koalas are spotted and require rescue.  Prior to felling operations, a site 

specific Safe Work Method Statement (SWMS) will be prepared outlining the risks and hazards of felling 

operations. 

Koala handling 

Any Koalas that are unable to relocate themselves on their own accord will be captured and will be 

released into suitable habitat off-site (such as the Biobank sites) by the fauna ecologist. 
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If a Koala is injured during the works, the fauna ecologist will ensure that they receive the appropriate 

levels of care.  Depending on the level of injury and status of the injured fauna, WIRES and/or the nearest 

veterinary clinic are to be contacted to retrieve to take the animal into care or to determine whether 

the veterinary staff are capable of caring for injured native animals. 

Koala pre-clearing records 

Records shall be kept by the fauna ecologist detailing the pre-clearing findings, numbers of Koalas 

observed, including details on any injuries, treatment, and relocation. 

 

Appendix F Koala population monitoring across action and Koala 

corridors 

An annual Koala population monitoring program will be implemented across the action area and Koala 

corridors as under taken by Wild Conservation 2021 and 2022. 

Monitoring report provided as separate Pdf. 
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Appendix G Figtree Hill Home Design Guidelines (Lendlease May 2019) 

Extract from Figtree Hill Home Design guidelines regarding fencing of home lots to be dog proof 
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Appendix H Example signage showing prohibition of certain activities in 

Council Reserves 

Example Council Reserve Signage 
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Image courtesy CCC 
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Appendix I Fauna Underpass monitoring  

Roads and Maritime Service Appin Road fauna underpass monitoring program provided as a separate 

Pdf.  
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OFFICIAL 

 

DCCEEW.gov.au 
John Gorton Building - King Edward Terrace, Parkes ACT 2600 Australia 
GPO Box 3090 Canberra ACT 2601 ABN: 63 573 932 849 

OFFICIAL 

1 

EPBC ref: 2015/7599 

Mark Anderson 
Senior Development Manager 
Lendlease Communities (Mt Gilead) Pty Ltd 
Level 14, Tower Three, International Towers 
Exchange Place, 300 Barangaroo Avenue 
BARANGAROO  NSW  2000 

Approval of Koala Plan of Management Variation for Mt Gilead Residential 
Development, (EPBC 2015/7599) 

Dear Mr Anderson 

Thank you for your email dated 16 May 2023 to the Department of Climate Change, Energy, the 

Environment and Water, providing the latest version of the Koala Plan of Management for approval, 

in accordance with condition 7 of the above project under the Environment Protection and 

Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC Act). 

The department has reviewed the proposed variation to the Koala Management Plan and the 

consistency of the plan with condition 7 of the EPBC approval 2015/7599. On this basis, and as a 

delegate of the Minister for the Environment and Water (the Minister), I have decided to approve 

the Koala Plan of Management, Version 6, 28 April 2023. This version of the plan must now be 

implemented. 

As you are aware, the department has an active monitoring program which includes monitoring 

inspections, desk top document reviews and audits. Please ensure that you maintain accurate 

records of all activities associated with, or relevant to, the conditions of approval so that they can be 

made available to the department on request. 

Should you require any further information please contact Bryce Neville on (02) 5156 3438 or by 

email to Bryce.neville@dcceew.gov.au. 

Yours sincerely 

 

 

Martin Paull 

A/g Branch Head 

Environment Assessments NSW and ACT 

30/5/23 

mailto:Bryce.neville@dcceew.gov.au
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